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The Gospel Mirror 


By Daniel Kauffman 


But we all, beholding with open face 
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, 
are changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the 
spirit of the Lord.—II Cor. 3:18. 
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FOREWORD 


Having read and re-read a former timely book 
by the author—‘A Talk With Church Members’’— 
I was seized with a conviction that there should be 
another book presenting a reflective view of the 
doctrines so forcefully taught in that volume. This 
conviction grew until it found expression during a 
meeting of the Publishing Committee held in connec- 
tion with a regular meeting of the Mennonite Publi- 
cation Board near Versailles, Mo., in August, 1921. 
vhe suggestion was acted upon and Bro. Kauffman 
was asked to write the book. 


Since reading the manuscripts of the present 
volume I am more than ever convinced that Chris- 
tendom, and especially the Mennonite Church, has 
need of this book. It represents among other useful 
points a link in the chain of teachings destined to 
serve effectively in the building of Christian charac- 
ter as presented in two former books by the author 
-—‘Manual of Bible Doctrines,” and “A Talk With 
Church Members.” In the first book the aim seems 
to be to make the reader acquainted with the fact of 
the doctrines as they are found in God’s great Book, 
the Bible. The second deals with the need, ways, 
and means of applying these doctrines and principles 
in the lives of Christian professors. The present 
volume gives the reader a glimpse into God’s perfect 
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looking-glass and allows him to view himself as thus 
reflected. The first lays the foundation; the second 
provides for the superstructure; and the third re- 
veals the work as it appears at each stage of com- 
pletion. 

It is eminently important that the pilgrim on the 
way to his eternal destiny should have a clear vision 
of the requirements for a safe journey so as to avoid 
all missteps and present himself acceptably before 
the Righteous Judge. A careful study and a faithful 
application of the truths found in this little book will 
make it possible for all to appear at the bar of God 
“perfect and entire, wanting nothing.” 


' Hesston, Kansas D. H. Bender. 
May 11, 1922. 
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INTRODUCTORY 


We will begin our story by relating a little 
experience encountered in a dust storm in one of the 
states in the Middle West. It was in the spring of 
1894 when I was first permitted to mingle and wor- 
ship with the people of that state. A year later I 
returned and spent a few weeks more in the same 
communities. I was quite favorably impressed with 
both people and country, but had one experience that 
would have been decidedly unpleasant but for the 
rovelty of it. It was one of their famous dust 
storms. The soil was of a black, sandy loam, just 
about dry enough to give the wind a good chance 
to envelop the country in a cloud of dust. We drove 
about seven miles by the side of fields that had evi- 
dently been plowed but a few weeks before, and 
sometimes we could see but a very short distance 
ahead, of us. Finally we reached a house where we 
had the privilege of looking into a mirror—and oh, 
what a revelation! Had I been born in the heart of 
Africa I would hardly have appeared any blacker 
than I did in front of that mirror. I had supposed 
that I was not very clean, but had no idea that I 
looked anything like that. As you may suppose, I 
called for a basin and water and towel and soap 
immediately and for a little while I applied the water 
and soap and brush with more than accustomed 
vigor. Finally the mirror told me I was clean. 
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Whenever I read that part of the Bible where it 
is likened unto a mirror I think of this little incident 
in my life. As that mirror before me told me my 
condition naturally, so the Bible, when we stand 
before it, reveals to us our spiritual condition. There 
are probably none of us who have not had a number 
of experiences which make the likening of the Buble 
to a mirror a very real and interesting comparison. 
With this picture before us, let us make a study of 
ourselves as the Bible reveals us to ourselves. 


The Bible a Perfect Mirror 


The one thing we wish to bear in mind is that 
the Bible is a perfect mirror in that it never errs in 
revealing to all honest seekers after truth just what 
their real condition is. We never doubt what a 
natural mirror tells us about ourselves. Sometimes 
we are surprised at the revelations, but we never 
rebel against them. If it is something favorabbe that 
the mirror tells us, we are glad; if unfavorable, we 
try to get rid of the unfavorable spots. But there is 
no mirror so perfect as the Bible. The most polished 
«nd perfect of mirrors have their defects, but the 
bible is absolutely perfect, being conceived in the 
mind of God, who never makes mistakes. So the 
Bible, as a revealer of ourselves to ourselves, is more 
teliabke than the most perfect of natural mirrgrs. 
You may depend absolutely upon what the Bible 
tells you about yourself, for it is a mirror that never 
fails to tell the truth. The Bible being absolutely 
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reliable in all its parts, it would be folly to question 
or doubt a single one of its revelations. 


Two Uses 


A mirror may be used for one of two purposes. 
Some use it to gratify vanity, others to see that 
everything is in decency and in order. The way 
some people linger before a mirror, admiring their 
pretty selves long after the mirror has served its 
jegitimate purposes, is quite sickening. This, how- 
ever, is no argument against the proper use of a 
mirror. It has its place, and serves a useful purpose. 

So with the great Gospel Mirror. While some 
use it for evidence to confirm them in their own 
exalted opinion of themselves, thus gratifying their 
ecclesiastical vanity, let us hope that all our readers 
are using this blessed Mirror for a nobler purpose; 
that we may have no other motive than to have our 
real selves revealed to us with a view to getting rid 
of anything that stands in the way of conforming to 
the image of our Maker—to cultivate the graces we 
already have, to get rid of all the sin-spots or short- 
comings in our lives which this perfect Mirror re- 
veals. 


Light 


One thing that is very essential is light. Your 
mirror may be ever so perfect, but in the absence 
of light you can see nothing in it—a rough board 
would serve the same purpose. You go into a dark 
room. There is the same mirror which has made 
revelations to many an individual which enabled 
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them to get rid of their defects, but because there 1s 
no light in the room at this time the mirror tells you 
nothing. Turn on the light, and it does its work 
perfectly. 

So with the Bible. As a mirror it is perfect; 
Lut to many people it tells nothing because they are 
walking in darkness. It takes the Holy Spirit il- 
lumination to make this perfect Mirror a_ useful 
mirror. In a spiritual sense the Bible is a meaning- 
less book to those who do not discern spiritually. 
But to those who have been transformed from dark- 
ness to light, the Bible tells the way of life with 
accurate precision. Turn on the light from heaven 
if you would let this blessed Bible do its work. 


With Open Eyes 


Another thought worthy of notice is that you 
must have your eyes open if a mirror is to be of any 
service to you. To get any practical value out of it 
two things are necessary: (1) You must be able to 
see; (2) you must have your eyes open. A blind 
man has no use for a mirror; and a man with his 
eyes shut can get just as much service from the wall 
behind it. 

Many people with Bibles in their homes get no 
practical use out of them because the god of this 
world has blinded their eyes. “They have eyes, but 
they see not.” Others fail to get any benefit out of 
this blessed Book because they have their eyes 
closed to any revelations which might be made of 
their own shortcomings. So they close their eyes 
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tightly against the Truth which stands ready to re- 
veal their sins and they, declaring that they do not 
see, and that their conscience does not condemn 
them for doing what they do, keep on walking “‘ac- 
cording to the course of this world.” The Gospel 
Mirror is of practical value to us only when we have 
our eyes open to the truth and are honestly desirous 
of knowing our shortcomings with a view to getting 
vid of them. Then, and then only, can we truthfully 
say: 
But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 


image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord—JI Cor. 3:18. 


To be Used 


_ Another important thing that must not be for- 
votten is that the value of a mirror depends upon 
low much it is used. That costly mirror hangs for 
weeks and months in your spare room without an 
eye to behold it or look into it. The cheap little 
uuirror in your kitchen or dining room is performing 
a greater: service because you make daily use of it. 

And shall we not look at the Bible in the same 
way? Yes, it is valuable—its worth can not be 
measured by silver or gold. But what good does it 
do us if we seldom or never use it? The practical 
thing to do with our Bibles is to make daily use of 
them. | er 

You stand before your mirror in the morning, 
after taking the regular morning wash, and you get 
the revelation that you are clean. That is not saying 
that you will be clean a few hours afterwards. The 
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atmosphere about you carries particles of dirt that 
settle on your face or hands or clothes. Your work 
may be of such a nature that soon your body 1s 
marked with what we commonly call “grease” or 
“dirt.” Consciously or unconsciously to yourself, 
your body becomes defiled with the substances of 
earth, though you may have been ever so clean and 
tidy in the morning. You need continual cleansing, 
and you can never make a satisfactory job of it vi 
out the aid of a mirror. 

So it is in matters spiritual. Coming in contact 
with the things of earth and living in the atmosphere 
of this world, it is not enough that you be cleansed 
for all time at conversion. Remember, “the blood of 
Jesus Christ........ cleanseth us from all sin.” It takes 
repeated washings, continual cleansing. The matter 
of cross-bearing is a daily, continual duty and _priv- 
ilege. And let us never forget that to do a satisfac- 
tory job we must keep the Gospel Mirror close at 
hand, into which we may look to make certain that 
the cleansing has indeed been wrought. If we would 
enjoy a continual state of spiritual cleanliness, it will 
be necessary to make daily use of this Gospel Mirror 
and to meditate upon its revelations continually. Of 
the righteous man it is written: 


Rts delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his 
law doth he meditate day and night.—Psa. Lee: 


Obey the Revelations of the Mirror 


One more thought, and our story is done. It 
will do us no good to have our mirror reveal to ts 
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what is wrong, unless we are ready to have the de- 
tects removed. You stand before a mirror which 
tells you that your face is frightfully dirty and your 
clothing unfit to be worn. Then you go right on as 
if such revelations had never been made, make no 
effort to remedy the defects. If that mirror has any 
effect upon you it is to make a bad matter worse, 
for now you continue in your filth in the face of 
better knowledge. So likewise in the use of the 
Gospel Mirror. When we look into it and, as James 
says, go away straightway forgetting what manner 
ci persons we were (Jas. 1:24), we are not profited 
in the least by our look into the Mirror. To be of 
service, these revelations must be obeyed. If your 
Bible brings you confirmation that you are right be- 
fore God, thank Him for the revelation and endeavor 
by His grace to rise still higher. If it reveals to you 
that you have some wrongs to make right, some sins 
4o repent of, some faults to overcome, some changes 
to make before you are right with Him, act at once 
and God will help you make amends. Remember, in 
the blood of Jesus Christ you have a soul-wash at 
hand which never fails, and in the Holy Comforter 
you have an unerring Guide that leads you into all 
truth and holiness. Act upon what information you 
have, keep on looking into the Bible looking glass, 
and God will continue to make still further revela- 
tions and lead you on to greater heights. 


In the chapters to follow we shall endeavor to 
use this Mirror as it applies to practical life. 


CHAPTER} 


SALVATION 


Are you saved? 


People’s answers to this question depend not so 
much upon your personal life as upon the person 
who undertakes the answer. 


Though you may have made the full surrender 
to God and are striving by His grace to walk in the 
tull light of the Gospel, there are people who would 
put you in the unsaved lst. The Mohammedan, for 
instance, would class you among the “infidels.” 
Members of certain religious sects who believe that 
ell who do not belong to their particular denomina- 
tion are eternally lost would count you among the 
unsaved—unless you happen to belong to their par- 
ticular kind. You may (and for good reasons) have 
certain habits which in the eyes of some would make 
of you a fit subject for eternal wrath. The manner 
of your baptism may put you into a class which 
some people are sure can not be saved except by a 
rebaptism. Even of Christ Himself it was said, “He 
hath a devil.” 

On the other hand, though you may be ever so 
trifling or unworthy, there are people who are ready 
to give you a safe passport to glory. The Universal- 
ist, of course, has you in the saved list, for in his 
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estimation there is no other kind. Your own church 
people would probably put you in the same class, 
even though they might recognize that your life is 
censurable. The Russellite holds out before you the 
golden hope of a second chance after death. There 
are some who are sure that you are in the saved list 
because you have so many commendable qualities. 
Many social clubs recognize as “Christian,” people 
vho make no pretension of ever having been “born 
again.” If you belong to a secret order, it will be 
hard to live a life so ungodly and sinful but that 
your fellow lodgemen, at your death, will be ready 
to send you to “the grand lodge above.” No one 
can sink so low but that, according to some of the 
talse standards of salvation with which this world 
abounds, he will be accounted safe for glory. 


All this emphasizes the folly of basing our hopes 
of salvation upon human opinions or standards. 
Upon such bases every human soul is both saved 
and lost, depending upon whose opinion the judg- 
ment is based. Even we ourselves are not capable 
of judging or passing upon our own salvation—there 
is a possibility of our being deceived. Hear our 
Savior’s word-picture of deceived souls at the judg- 
ment bar: 


Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful 
works? And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you; depart from me, ye that work iniquity.— 
Matt. 7:22, 23. 


We must seek a higher authority than any human 
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being can possibly be, for an authoritative and au- 
thentic answer to the question, Are you saved? 
We thank God for this Higher Authority. In 
this Gospel Mirror—the Bible—of which we have 
before spoken, we may see ourselves in the light of 
God’s Word and determine this all-important ques- 
tion with unerring exactitude. Of course, it will be 
necessary to use this Mirror aright. All human 
considerations and prejudices must be laid aside. 
The cataract of self-righteousness must be removed 
from our eyes. We must leave all to God, and He 
will tell us exactly what we are, what our relations 
are to Him. Having fully surrendered to Him, with 
open eyes and honest hearts, with unprejudiced 
views and unselfish motives, with the prayer of faith 
and trust in God for a spiritual illumination of the 
printed page before us, let us take a confident look 
into this Mirror and see where we stand. This- 
Mirror will either show us a condition in our lives 
which needs to be removed to make our “calling and 
election sure” or it will reveal the happy fact that 
such condition has already been removed, that the 
miracle of grace by which we became the saved 
children of God has already been wrought within us. 
Here are some of the Bible evidences of salvation: 


Faith 


God so loved the world, that he gave his ouly 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlastmg kfe—Jno. 3:16. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you; he that heareth my 
words, and believeth on him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasteng Itfe—Jno. 5:24. 
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All that believe are justified—Acts 13:39. 

Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt 
be saved—Acts 16:31. 

By grace are ye saved through faith—Eph. 2:8. 


These are among the many scriptures which tell 
us that if we believe, actually believe with a living 
faith, we are the saved children of God. We might 
sound the usual warning that it is possible to be de- 
ceived even in the matter of faith, but that is not 
necessary here, in the light of what is to follow un- 
der other heads. Suffice it to say that if we have 
the simple, childlike faith which takes the Bible at 
what it says and believes all that God tells us in His 
blessed Word, which grips our hearts and impels us 
to act upon our belief, according to the testimony of 
God Himself, we are His saved children. Such a 
taith, beautifully and forcefully described in the 
Word of God as the “faith that worketh,” is the faith 
through which we are brought to God and by His 
grace we become His children. 

Let us look into our Mirror again, ae see what 
God has to show us with reference to 


Works 


We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained 
that we should walk in them—Eph. 2:10. 


As we remember, Paul had just finished telling 
us that our salvation is “not of works, lest any man 
should boast:” that our salvation rests wholly upon 
God’s grace extended to us because of our faith in 
Him. But let us not forget that other truth: 

Faith. without works is dead—Jas. 2:20. 
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Briefly stated, this means that if we have the 
teal faith it grips our lives and works is an evidence 
that we believe. For illustration: Just before the 
famous Johnstown flood a man rode through the 
town calling to the people at the top of his voice 
that they should “flee to the hills;” that a dam had 
burst a few miles away and the waters were rushing 
upon them. Why did not more people heed the 
warning and try to escape? They did not believe. 
Those who believed began their flight to the hills 
immediately. In like manner, many people today, 
though they have a kind of a traditional belief in all 
the Bible says, are deaf to the appeals of God’s 
people because they do not really believe. If they 
actually believed, how could they sit unmoved and 
deliberately glide into hell while they hear the ring- 
ing appeal, “Today, if ye will hear his voice, harden 
nat your ‘hearts........ Behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion!” No man has ever had a real faith without 
ecting upon it-—-works are a sure result of faith. 
The absence of works is a sure sign of an absence 
of faith. Hear the testimony of James: 


Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving your own selves. For if any be a hearer 
of the word, and not a doer, he is lke a man be- 
holding his natural face in a glass: for he beholdeth 
himself, ane goeth away, and straightway forgetteth 
what manner of man he was.—Jas. 1:22-24. 


In this impressive illustration we are reminded, 
(1) that it is the doer of the Word that will be 


blessed; (2) that there is a woe pronounced upon 
the man who looks into this Glass, goes away for- 
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getting how he looked, and takes his own way re- 
gardless of what the Word of God revealed to. him. 
hey who measure up to the Gospel standard of 
faith will also stand the Gospel test of DOING. 

When Christ, near the close of His Sermon on 
the Mount, summing up the results of human life, 
utters those impressive words, “He that heareth 
these sayings of mine, and DOETH them,” He also 
impresses us with the very close connection between 
faith and 

Obedience 


The key-note was sounded by our Lord when 
He said: 


Why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
that I say?—Luke 6:46. 


To obey ts better than sacrifice—I Sam. 15:22. 

Ye are my friends, 1f ye do whatsoever I have 
commanded you.—Jno. 15:14. 

Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I have commanded you, and, lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world—Matt. 28:19,20. 


Hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep 
his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and 
kepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth 
is not in him—I Jno. 2:3,4. 
the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them 
that obey him.—Acts 5:32. 

The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven 
with his mighty angels, taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ—II Thes. 1:7,8. 

Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye 
shall be my people.—Jer. 7:23. 


These statements, some of which may seem 
startling to some people, should occasion no surprise. 
They simply point out an essential fact in Christian 
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faith and experience. They come with fearful de- 
nunciation to the disobedient, with loving assurance 
to the obedient. They make it clear that the only 
safe, heaven-approved path for the Christian to 
travel is that of complete submission to God. The 
auestoin, “Are you saved?” is answered by that 
other question, “Are you obedient to God?” If, stand- 
ing before this Mirror, we can look God in the face 
and say of a truth that there is nothing in the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ that we ignore or are not willing 
and trying to be obedient to, as God gives us grace 
and light, then can we of a surety say before God 
and man that we are saved, safe in Jesus Christ the 
great Pavilion of our souls. 


One of the curses of present day Christendom is 
the fact that so little attention is paid to the matter 
of obedience to God. People belong to some church, 
live as worldlings, thinking little about the Bible 
testimony against their way of living, satisfied that 
they are ‘reasonably safe for glory, for most other 
church members are living lives as careless as their 
own. O beloved, let us not allow ourselves to be 
thus deceived. Let us not be satisfied with our own 
spiritual lives unless we have direct confirmation 
from the Word of God itself that we are living a life 
acceptable to Him. You are not safe for glory un- 
less you are a believer. You are not a believer, in a 
saving sense, without works which belong to a living 
faith; or, in other words, without living the obedient 
life. It is not the hearer only, but the doer of the 
word that stands in line for the blessing. If you 
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have not already done so, begin now to look into 

this Mirror to make sure that you have met God’s 
will and God’s requirements concerning your life. 
You have reasons to be satisfied with your condition 
and your standing before God, only on condition of 
having prayerfully dedicated yourself to Him and 
are making an honest effort to meet His require- 
ments as to your own life and service. “God be 
thanked: thatiic a ye have obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered you.” 


Love 


Closely associated with obedience, and, like 
obedience, one of the tests of true discipleship, is 
the Christian attribute of love. Of the importance 
and blessedness of true love we need not write. In 
all the comparisons made in the Bible between love 
and other attributes of Christian character and at- 
tainments, love is invariably classed as the highest. 
“God is love;” and all who shine in His image bear 
this distinctive mark of the children of God. But 
set us notice briefly what God says of love as con- 
tected with obedience and salvation: 

If ye love me, keep my commandments.—Jno. 

14:15. 

Ye are my friends, if ye do whalsoever I command 


you.—Jno. 15:14. 


We know that we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth 
not his brother abideth in death—I Jno. 3:14. 

Every one that loveth is born of God and know- 
eth God. He that loveth not, knoweth not God.— 
I Jno. 4:7, 8. 
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If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, 

he ts a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom 

he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 

seen?—I Jno. 4:20. 

These plain truths, undeniable facts, need occa- 
sion no worry to those whose hearts are filled with 
the love of God. Whoever loves God loves His 
creatures also. And when, perchance, the trials of 
life in which the imperfections of fellow men are 
manifest tempt us to give way to the clamorings of 
the flesh for revenge, let us draw nigh to God, im- 
kibe a fresh draught of the fulness of His love, until 
we have completely subdued the lust of the flesh 
and overcome the enemy by the conquering power 
cf love. 

When the love of God fills the soul it is found 
not only to be a priceless boon in that it assures 
pleasant relationship with God and man, but it also 
overcomes fear. 


Perfect love casteth out fear—I Jno. 4:18. 


The only fear connected with the child of God’s 
obedience is the fear that he is not doing enough for 
the great and faithful Creator who did so much for 
us. Brother, when you realize how great is God’s 
love toward you, how marvelous His grace is in 
saving unworthy creatures like ourselves, showering 
unmerited blessings upon us and promising: still 
greater blessings to come, you may dismiss all other 
considerations and still your life is held in loving 
obedience to Him. 


SALVATION Voge 


Fruit of the Spirit 


One of the surest tests of our relationship with 
God is our daily life. We are getting back to the 
idea of works, but we have the added thought of 
works as a result of Spirit leading. The child of 
God has a remarkable assurance in Rom. 8:]— 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.’ The “two-edged sword” 
is here wielded in impressive style. In our daily 
life we obey either the impulses of the flesh or the 
directions of the Spirit; which is another way of 
saying that we are either dead or alive spiritually. 
In Gal. 5:19-23 the two kinds of life are even more 
vividly contrasted: 

“The works of the flesh 

are manifest, which are these, adultery, fornication, 
uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hat- 
red, variance, emulations, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envyings, murders, drunkenness, revelings, and such 
like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also 


told you in time past, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” 


“The fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such 
there is no law.” 


Need we dwell upon this impressive contrast 
between the godly and the ungodly, the saved and 
the unsaved? In one or the other of these two 
word-pictures do we find a photograph of our lives. 
It is a practical setting forth of the life of all men. 
Our records, not our fancies, put us into one or the 
other of these two classes. A careful study of our 
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lives, as made clear to us in the light of the revela- 
tions from this Mirror, will enable us to see our- 


selves just as we are. 
x * x 


No doubt some of our readers are sufficiently 
interested to go ahead and see what other things the 
Bible has to show them with reference to them- 
selves. Our story is but begun. But we trust that 
there have been enough striking revelations made 
that we may have no trouble in locating ourselves 
as to our salvation. If perchance a few of us find 
ourselves short, as did the young man who came to 
Christ to inquire about the way of eternal life, let 
us not turn away sorrowfully as he did, but let us 
“gladly receive the word,” as did the three thousand 
on the day of Pentecost, throw ourselves upon the 
mercy of Jesus, cling to the cross, accept salvation 
full and free, and go on our way heavenward re- 
joicing. The Bible not only reveals to every honest 
seeker the exact condition of his real self, but it also 
tells of the remedy for every ill. We come before it 
as before an open glass to see what is the matter 
with ourselves; we search its sacred pages for the 
remedies which by the grace of God we may apply 
and stand before the King pure and spotless, heirs 
of glory, citizens of the heavenly Kingdom. 

“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light 
we have fellowship one with another, and the blood 
coi Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 


CHAR VRRo TT 


THE HOLY LIFE 


Salvation includes two things: (1) deliverance 
from sin in time; (2) deliverance from the results 
cf sin in eternity. Deliverance from sin means, of 
necessity, a sinless, holy life. That salvation and 
ioliness are inseparable is evident from the follow- 
ing: 

How shall we that are dead to sin live any longer 

therein? Rom. 6:2. 


Foliow peace with all men, and holiness, without 
which no man shall see the Lord.—Heb. 12:14. 


Our opening question in the preceding chapter, 
“Are you saved?” prepares us for a similar opening 
test in the matter of living a holy life. If we stand 
the Bible test in response to the question, “Are you 
saved?” we most certainly stand the Bible test in 
response to the question, “Are you holy?” And such 
test we are called upon to undergo, for God has said, 
“Be ye holy, for I am holy” (I Pet. 1:16). 

Holiness means to shine in the image of our 
IMaker. “As he which hath called you is holy, so be 
ye holy in all manner of conversation” (I Pet. 1:15). 
Here are a number of good reasons why we should 
live holy lives: 


1. God commands it. 
2. It means freedom from sin. 
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3. It means purity and nobility of character. 

4. It means the enjoyment of peace with God 
and freedom from condemnation. 

5. It means success in the fullest sense of the 
word. 

6. It admits us to an experience described in 
the language of inspiration as “joy unspeakable and 
full of glory.” | 

7. It means a shining light which leads others 
to glorify our Father in heaven. 


8. It is expressly written that without holiness 
“no man shall see the Lord.” 


While men may differ as to some things per- 
taining to holiness and how it may be attained, 
there is no difference among the people of God as to 
the desirableness or blessedness of the holy life. 
Neither is there any difference as to most of the 
qualities that belong to the Christian life. Let us 
therefore stand before our Mirror and examine our- 
selves in the light of its revelations. We can do this 
best when we consider the characteristics of the 
holy life one at a time: 


The Sinless Life 


If we walk in the light, as he is in the light..... 
the blood of Jesus Christ....cleanseth us from all sin. 
—I Jno. 1:7. 

Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever 


Seedy hath not seen him, neither known him.—lI Jno. 
:0. 


And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous—I Jno. 2:1. 
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They that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh 

with the affections and lusts —Gal. 5:24. 

How shall we that are dead to sin, live any longer 
therein?—Rom. 6:2. ! 

We have given a few among many Bible quota- 
tions which make it an absolute fact that a child of 
God lives a sinless life. If we were on the subject 
ci imperfections we could find fully as many scrip- 
tures proving as positively that the child of God, 
like other people, lives an imperfect life. The child 
cf God, like an innocent but erring child of an earth- 
ly parent, is regarded by the heavenly Father with 
the same loving consideration that an earthly parent 
looks upon the record of his or her little one in 
childhood innocence—overlooks and covers up short- 
comings but takes careful note of willful transgres- 
sions or careless disregard of the Parent’s word and 
will, When our weaknesses or errors are willful, 
God looks upon us from an entirely different view- 
point from what He does when He sees us commit- 
ted to Him, obedient in heart, desiring to do His 
will, but manifesting imperfections in service and 
life. Yes, God’s children live sinless lives—and the 
longer they live the less will be their manifest im- 
perfections and stumblings. 

That question settled, there arises another ques- 
tion—What is sin? We will let the Bible answer: 

All unrighteousness is sin —I Jno. 5:17. 
The thought of foolishness is sin—Prov. 24:9. 
Sin is the transgression of the law.—I Jno. 3:4. 


Whatsoever is not of faith, is sin—Rom. 14:23. 


To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it 
not, to mm it is sin—Jas. 4:17. 
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Under one or the other of these heads all sin 
may be classified. Steer clear of all of them, and 
you are living the sinless life. 


Godliness 


We should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 

this present world.—Tit. 2:12. 

What is it to live godly? It is to recognize God 
in all we have and all we do. We recognize Him 
as the dispenser of all our blessings, and give Him 
praise and glory for all we have. We recognize Him 
as the rightful owner of all our possessions, and 
endeavor to use them to His glory. We acknowl- 
edge Him as the provider of our food and give Him 
appropriate thanks at the table. So with the other 
affairs of life. And as children resemble their par- 
ents, not only in appearance but also in daily life, 
so may we shine in the image of our heavenly Par- 
ent in purity, reverence, truthfulness, love, long- 
suffering, goodness, meekness, righteousness, etc., 
etc. When God shines through our daily lives we 
can truly lay claim to godliness. 


Spirituality 


Be filled with the Spirtt—Eph. 5:18. 

Walk as children of light—Eph. 5:8. 

_There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit—Rom. 8:1. 

Spirituality means to have the Holy Spirit 
reign in our hearts, the qualities of the Holy Spirit 
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manifested in our daily lives. One of the key verses 
on this subject is the last reference just quoted. 
Ii in all we do we “walk after the Spirit” rather 
than consult the flesh, our. life measures up to the 
Bible standard of spirituality. If, on the other hand, 
we walk “after the flesh”—that is, do that which the 
flesh calls for, regardless of whether it is right or 
wrong, regardless of what God says about it—we 
are carnal rather than spiritual. Spirituality con- 
sists not in conforming to certain rituals or forms, 
not in making loud claims for ourselves, not even in 
making it a rule to talk about spiritual affairs; but 
+o be obedient to the Spirit in all that we do. They 
who are Spirit-filled and Spirit-led meet the Bible 
requirements of a spiritual life. 


Consecration 


Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive 
from the dead.—Rom. 6:13. 


; pene he slay me, yet will I trust in him—Job 


God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is cruci- 
fied unto me, and I unto the world.—Gal. 6:14. 


Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, accept- 
able unto God, which is your reasonable service — 
Rom. 12:1. 

Here are a few sample scriptures giving us a 
true picture of Christian consecration. Having for- 
saken the world with its sinful lusts, the consecrated 
child of God knows nothing but to live for God, 
and to spend and be spent for the glory of His name 
and the advancement of His cause. We are con- 
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secrated to Him when we have an eye single to His 
glory and a mind to serve Him to the end of our 
days. 

Obedience 


This subject is considered at greater length m 
the preceding chapter, and the reader is therefore 
referred to what is said with reference to obedience 
there. The Bible nowhere holds out the hope that 
the Holy Spirit dwells anywhere but in obedient 
hearts. When souls turn to God they are trans- 
formed by the touch of the Infinite and their lives 
shine in the image of His holiness. 

Obedience is a necessary result of consecration. 
No one has ever been dedicated to any cause without 
being submissive to those having the cause in hand. 
So the child of God, consecrated to His service, 
gives unquestioned obedience to God and the Church 
of which he is a part. Obedience to God is one of 
the marks of “holiness unto the Lord.” It consists 
not only in being submissive to the letter of the 
law, but also in “gladly receiving the Word.” 


Purity 


Many who imagine themselves clean get differ- 
ent revelations when they look into a mirror. In 
like manner have the imperfections and impurities of 
the human soul been revealed by the Gospel Mirror 
to many who had thought themselves to be pure and 
holy in the sight of ‘God. Isaiah’s “Woe is me,” 
and Peter’s “I am a sinful man, O God,” have been 
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the experiences of many who gave themselves whol- 
ly to God and saw themselves in the Mirror of His 
Word as God saw them. We should not neglect to 
examine ourselves frequently, in the light of this 
perfect standard, with reference to our language, our 
thoughts, our social relations, our aims in life, our 
business methods, our faith and Christian service. 
We should seek the purity in faith and life which 
the Bible so forcibly and beautifully upholds and 
rever forget the admonition of Paul to Timothy, 
“Keep thyself pure.” 


The Prayer Life 


Is a necessary part of a life of holiness. Hear 
the language of inspiration: 

I will therefore that men pray everywhere.— 
elim) 2:8. 

Pray without ceasing.—I Thes. 5:17. 

Men ought always to pray, and not to faint— 
Luke 18:1. 

In everything give thankss for this is the will of 
God m Christ Jesus concerning you.—I Thes. 5:18. 

In everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto 
God.—Phil. 4:6. 

_ What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye shall have then— — 
Mark 11:24. 


When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 

when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 

- which is im secret; and thy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly.—Matt. 6:6. 


With reference to God’s answer to prayer, we 
are assured that “if we pray according to his will 
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he heareth us.” We are also told why the many 
unanswered prayers. Too many “ask amiss’ be- 
cause they have no other aim but to “consume upon 
your lusts” the things they hope they might get 
through prayer. But the assurance is absolute that 
God is ready to answer every petition of faith that 
:s presented to Him on the prayer conditions taught 
in His Word. Our object at this time, however, is 
not so much to emphasize the Bible promises of 
answered prayer as to emphasize the Bible teaching 
concerning the prayer life, giving us an opportunity 
to measure ourselves by this standard and see how 
we appear by the side of it. They who have risen 
to the heights of spiritual attainment and power got 
there by using wings of faith and prayer. “Let us 
therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to. help in time 
of need.” 


Worship 


Is one of the things which God has implanted 
into every soul. It is not a question as to whether 
any of us are worshipers or not, for all men are 
worshipers. God has created us all that way, and 
we can not be otherwise. But it is a question, a 
very serious one, whether all of us are worshipers 
ef the true God, or worshipers of one or more of the 
numerous gods that are the creations of men’s hands 
or imaginations. True worship not only brings 
glory to God but it also beautifies the soul; for it is 
well known that worshipers grow more and more 
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like the God or gods whom they worship. The 
longer we worship God the more brightly we shine 
in His image. Is our worship acceptable to Him? 
Let us stand a little while in the light of His Word: 


Worship God.—Rev. 22:9. 
Thou shalt have no other gods before me.—Ex. 


In vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrine 
the commandments of men—Matt. 15:9. 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 


only shalt thou serve-—Matt. 4:10. 
Worship him in spirit and in truth—Jno. 4:24. 
Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts—I Pet. 3:15. 
Worship consists not in going through a mere 
form of service or ceremony, not in mere formal 
obedience or fulsome praise in words, not in going 
through the formula of some ritual or catechism; 
but rather in a feeling of reverence, adoration, ‘ad- 
miration, love, and waiting upon God which holds 
us in joyful obedience to Him from whom all bless- 
ings flow. They who worship God “in spirit and in 
truth” have no idolatry in their systems. » 


Righteousness 


We can not think of a holy life without right- 
eousness being a part of it. Prayer, piety, a passion 
tor Bible study, praising God with the lips, and 
other kindred things are most excellent and com- 
mendable, always to be encouraged and always to 
be practiced; but they do not mix well with a life 
noted for crooked business transactions, the telling 
of untruths to promote self-interest, ignoring Bible 
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commandments for the sake of being on the popular 
side, or anything else that may be classed as un- 
righteousness. “Behold, God hath made man _ up- 
right”’—and when fallen man is rescued from sin 
and brought back to God he is restored to his prim- 
itive uprightness of life. “Created in righteousness 
and true holiness” is what takes place when souls 
are “born again,’ redeemed from iniquity. 


Peace 


“The peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing” is the happy lot of those who have entered 
into the blessedness of a holy life. It is not the 
peace (deadness) of a smothered conscience but the 
peace (life, faith, hope, assurance, freedom from 
condemnation, innocence) of the child of God who 
can look God in the face and upon the authority of 
His Word say of a truth that he is freed from sin 
and guilt. 

“When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 


Whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul.” 


“Joy in the Holy Ghost” 


Happiness belongs to the sanctified life. Even 
in the midst of greatest trials and hardships there is 
a satisfaction, a “joy unspeakable,” a pleasure con- 
nected with Christian life and experience that the 
world can not know. We praise the Lord for the 
cheering encouragements of the Master who never 
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failed to sound the note of rejoicing as He recounted 
the trials of life. “In the world ve shall have tribu- 
lation,” He said, “but be of good cheer, I have over- 
come the world.” 

As we enjoy ourselves along the way, let us 
never fail to examine into the source of our pleas- 
ures. Is it tothe flesh, or to the Spirit, that the 
appeal is made? Is the thing in which we take 
pleasure calculated to make us more godly or more 
worldly, better or worse, purer or more defiled, more 
pleasing to God or more popular with the world, 
more conscientious or more careless, more heavenly- 
minded or more carnally-minded, more like God or 
more like the enemy of souls? Is it the “joy in the 
Holy Ghost” or the joy in the foolishness and un- 
godliness of this world? Does it furnish the kind 
of pleasure which we are told “chokes out the 
Word,” or is it the kind that goes on until “at thy 
tight hand are pleasures forever more?” Turn to 
Rom. 14:17 for the key verse which sheds light on 
this question. Not carnal gratification but “the 
peace of God which passeth all understanding” is 
what furnishes the real joy of the saved soul. All 
ether joys are fleeting, corrupting, benumbing, de- 
structive, vain. “Rejoice in the Lord alway; and 
again I say, Rejoice.” 


The Blessed Hope 


Ever since the two men in white apparel in- 
formed. the wondering disciples that Jesus was com- 
ing again in like manner in which they saw Him 
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ascend into heaven, the hope of Christ’s return and 
the endless blessings to follow have been the fondest 
hope of the children of God. MHere, as in other 
things, it helps us to take a look inward to analyze 
the hopes which bring joy to the soul. I was once 
talking with an old man who had neglected the sal- 
vation of his soul. In discussing life and its prob- 
lems he said: “If it were not for the hope of the 
world to come this life would not be worth the liv- 
ing.” I looked him straight in the eye and said, 
‘Have you this hope?” His countenance fell, as he 
said, ‘““No!” Hope, to be worth anything, must be 
founded on proper assurance. Have we that hope? 
Have we made our “calling and election sure?” Are 
we “denying ungodliness and worldly lusts” and liv- 
ing “soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
workd?” Have we the faith which overcomes? Yes? 
Praise God—-it is the foundation of that stirring 
hope which prompts us on in our heavenward jour- 
ney and assures us of an eternal existence of never- 
ending glory. “And every one that hath this hope 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” 
k * nS 


Briefly we have taken a look into our blessed 
Mirror for revelations as to our standing before God. 
We look upon the holy life as mot merely a matter 
of Christian duty but also a privilege which only 
the consecrated child of God may have and which 
no one can afford to ignore. It admits us into the 
teNowship of God and of saints. ‘Its realms are. 
above the corrupting things of earth, where the child 
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of God, cleansed by the blood of the Lamb, may 
bask in the sunshine of God’s love, shine in His 
image, grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, and by example and service 
win other souls for God. The holy life is the way- 
station and foretaste of that blessed experience in 
the never-ending house of God where all the blood- 
bought sons and daughters of the Most High will 
dwell together in perfect holiness forever and ever. 
Amen. 


CHAPTER III 


HOME LIFE 
As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 

—Josh. 24:15. 

When Joshua uttered these words he described 
the model home. It was not enough that he alone 
should be true to God. He had others dependent 
upon him, and he was not satisfied with anything 
less than that his wife, children, and all that be- 
longed to his household should be devoted servants 
of God, saved for His everlasting kingdom. Mere 
formal church membership, without much concern 
for the spiritual welfare of the remainder of his 
household, was not enough for him. His goal was, 
“Me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” Dear 
reader, is this also your ideal of a Christian home? 

Now we want to dismiss all the other members 
of our family and stand alone before the Gospel 
Mirror. There the model home may be seen as pic- 
tured to us in the language of inspiration. There, 
in the words of God as well as inspired men, are the 
models for us to be patterned after, no matter what 
may be our stations in our respective homes. See- 
ing the model home, and the model inmates, let each 
of us ask, Am I contributing what I should to. the 
home life? Am I filling the place that God has de- 
signed for me to fill? Am I up to the Gospel stand- 
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ard in my place in the family? Have I determined, 
as did Joshua, “As for me and my house we will 
serve the Lord? 

Who am I? I may be a father, a mother, a son, 
a daughter, a servant, a visitor. In either case I 
have a responsibility which I alone can bear. No 
matter what my station, my life determines, to some 
extent at least, the kind of a home I amin. A study 
of myself, in the light of the revelations from the 
Mirror before me, will aid me in getting rid of my 
shortcomings and give assurance and encouragement 
in the things in which I may measure up to the 
Gospel standard. First, let us search for God’s 
standard as to what constitutes model 


Husbands 


Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself for it—Eph. 5:25. 
For this cause shall a man leave father and moth- 
er, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they twain 
shall be one flesh—Matt. 19:5. 
So ought men to love their wives as their own 
Bute He that loveth his wife loveth himself —Eph. 
:28. 
Whosoever shall put away his wife, and marry 
another, committeth adultery.—Mark 10:11. 
What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder—Mark 10:9. 
The husband is the head of the wife—Eph. 5:23. 
Let every one of you in particular so love his 
wife even as himself—Eph. 5:33 


Three things are here taught in emphatic form: 
(1) Husbands ought to love their wives. (2) As 
Christ gave Himself for the Church, so ought hus- 
bands to put their lives at the disposal of their 
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wives, reserving nothing in discharging their duties 
to their wives, both in the matter of comfort and in 
bringing up their offspring in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord. (3) The bond between them 
is inseparable except by death. There is nothing to 
encourage the idea of the lordship of man in all that 
the Bible teaches with reference to the husband’s 
duties, responsibilities, and opportunities. The man 
who finds fault with his wife should first compare 
himself with the Word of God to see whether he has 
conformed to the divine image in the matter of fill- 
ing his place. The comparison found in the first 
verse quoted reminds us that if we have filled our 
place as Christ filled His, some of the reasons for 
finding fault may have vanished. The key-word in 
the husband’s relation to his wife is LOVE. 


Wives 


Wives, Ne: yourselves unto your own neichdvdh 
—Eph. 5:2 

at Va in subjection to your own husbands; 
that, if any obey not the word, they also may without 
the word be won by the conversation of the wives; 
while they behold your chaste conversation coupled 
with fear—I Pet. 3:1, 2. . 


The woman is the glory of the man—I Cor. 11:7. 

It will be noted, in comparing the above two 
lists of references, that the main thing emphasized in 
the husband’s relation toward the wife is love, while 
the one thing emphasized in discussing the wife’s 
relations toward her husband is submission. It is 
the strong combination that makes the ideal couple. 
The perverted mind thinks of woman’s “slavery” to 
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man and man’s “lordship” over woman; but neither 
has a place in the Bible picture of the two. It will 
be noticed that the very thing (submission) which 
modern woman’s rights-ism despises as weakness is 
mentioned by Peter as being the means of power in 
winning over disobedient husbands. Where the self- 
sacrificing love on the part of the husband is coupled 
with the submissive modesty which characterizes 
the true Christian woman, you find the ideal couple. 
Let every husband, every wife, see that these scrip- 
tures are literally obeyed, in spirit and in truth. 


Parents 


Having looked at husbands-and wives separate- 
ly, let us combine their functions and consider their 
duties and responsibilities still further. When par- 
ents have the proper relations toward each other 
they are in the best kind of a position to maintain 
proper relations toward their children. Here again 
we find clear teaching, both as to duties and as to 
methods: 

Provoke not your children to wrath: but bring 


them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.— 
Eph. 6:4. 


And these words........ shall be in thine heart: 
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children. 
—Deut. 6:6, 7. 


And ye shall teach them to your children, speaking 
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when 
thou walkest by the way—Deut. 11:19. 


Train up a child in the way he should go: and 
dae he is old, he will not depart from it—Prov. 
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I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is 

in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, 

and thy mother Eunice-—IlI Tim. 1:5. 

It is well to remember that the first verse quot- 
ed is addressed especially to fathers. It, emphasizes 
the fact of the father’s headship in the home, and 
therefore the greatness of his responsibility. While 
in the matter of bringing up children, as in all other 
things, the wife should be a faithful helper to the 
husband, the fact should never be lost sight of that 
upon the shoulders of the father rests the main part 
of the responsibility, he being chosen of God to be 
the head of the home. Aside from this we find a 
number of very important things connected with 
these divine admonitions in the matter of bringing 
up children. There is to be diligence, prayerfulness, 
care, affections, discipline, and proper companion- 
ship if parents are to be of highest service in bring- 
ing up their children in the right way and train 
them to become faithful workers for the Lord. These 
and similar scriptures should be diligently pondered 
over by all parents and none of us should be satis- 
filed. so long as we drop below the standard thus held 
before us. Many a well meaning parent would have 
been spared bitter heartaches had the above scrip- 
tures. been put into practice from the beginning of 
their parental life. 


Children 


The greatest privilege that any child can have is 
that of being born and reared in a Christian home. 
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Here are two of the wisest and most vital instruc- 
tions that any child has ever had: nite 
Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy 

youth—Eccl. 12:1. 

ee sinners entice thee, consent thou not.—Prov. 

Parents should see to it that these two scrip- 
tures get their full share of attention and make 
special efforts to have them riveted in their lives. 
But we are talking to children in this paragraph, 
and so we dismiss the parents with this reminder. 
Every normal child wants to do right. Every nor- 
mal child, like its parents, is human and liable to 
err. Every normal child needs instruction, training, 
restraint, advice. We know of no better combina- 
tion to bring this about than the provision which 
- God made in giving us His Word ‘and placing us in 
charge of our very best friends, Christian parents. 
This gives us a reason why the. Bible places so 
much stress upon the importance of children obey- 
ing their parents. But before we take a look into 
our Mirror to see what kind of children we ought to 
be, let us pause to remark that these lines are in- 
tended for all classes of children, from the age in 
which they are first able to read such a message as 
this until the time when they are too old to remem- 
ber that they ever had any parents. More particu- — 
larly, those whose attention is especially called to 
this are the ones who feel themselves described by 
cne of the following terms: “boys and girls,” “our 
young people.” But let us see what the good Book 
says: 
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Children, obey your parents in the Lord: for this 
is right. Honor thy father and thy mother; which ts 
the first commandment with promise; that it may be 
well with thee-—Eph. 6:1-3. 

Children, obey your parents in all thingss for this 
is well pleasing unto the Lord—Col. 3:20. 


Hearken unto thy father that begat thee, and de- 
spise not thy mother when she is old—Prov. 23:22. 


A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish 
man despiseth his mother.—Prov. 15:20. 
I have written unto you, young men, because ye 


are strong, and the word of God abideth in you. Love 

not the world, neither the things that are in the world. 

—I Jno. 2:14, 15. 

The same man had four daughters, virgins, which 

did prophesy.—Acts 21:9. 

Notice, the Bible gives three good reasons why 
children should be obedient to their parents: (1) 
“This is right.” (2). “That it may be well with 
thee.” (3) “This is well pleasing unto the Lord.” 
One of God’s wisest provisions for our well being 
is that He placed the children, in the most impres- 
sionable age of their lives, into the hands of their 
very best friends. There are parents with unnatural 
affections who are not the friends of their own off- 
spring; but as a rule our very best friends are our 
parents. And when our parents are of the kind 
which we delight in calling “Christian parents” our 
lot is a most fortunate one. Because it is the right 
thing to do, because it is best for us, and because it 
is pleasing to God the greatest Friend of all, let us 
honor our parents by giving them due obedience as 
long as we live. 

We have a good example of model children in 
Philip’s four daughters. The Word says that they 
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“did prophesy.” In our day we would say, “They 
were good Christian girls.” What a delight it must 
have been to their devoted father to see them active 
in the service of their Master, standing by the father 
in his work as an evangelist, doing all in their power 
to magnify the name of Christ and win people to 
His cause. That is the model for all of our young 
men and young women. Let it be said of us that 
we are—not giddy and foolish and ungodly and non- 
sensical and irreligious and stubborn and rebellious, 
but—faithful and loyal and true, upholding the 
standard of pure religion, knowing nothing but to 
encourage our Christian parents in every way we 
can. 

The question is, What can I as an individual do 
to make my home as it should be? What can we as 
sons and daughters do to make our home, in the 
highest sense of the word, a Christian home? In 
Philip’s four dutiful daughters, in Eunice’ worthy 
son, we have the best kind of examples, models 
which we should all try to reach. 


Servants 


In the word “servant” we are simply using a 
Bible term. It may be a homeless child finding 
shelter in a Christian home; it may be a faithful 
young woman, helping out in the home; it may be 
a young man in the employ of the family; it may 
be some one working in the home under other con- 
ditions or circumstances—the word “servant” covers 
all these classes. Sometimes the presence of these 
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friends or helpers means very much to the home. 
Instances are on record where the consistent Chris- 
tian life and testimony of some “hired hand” or 
“hired girl” was instrumental in bringing about the 
conversion of whole households, and in other cases 
families that were already Christian were greatly 
strengthened in the faith and service by the infiu- 
ence of such helpers. Every one working in homes, 
Christian or non-Christian, for wages or for other 
considerations, should consider not only the matter 
of wages but also of Christian opportunities for real 
service to God as well as to the family. We might 
talk of servants whose influence is positively in- 
jurious to any home, but as we are talking to people 
who want to see and do their whole duty, it is an- 
necessary to speak of this kind. The Bible gives us 
some very wholesome advice. Let us consider a few 
verses: 
Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own 
masters, and to please them well in all things....... 


Shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Savior in all things—Tit. 2:9, 10. 


Let as many servants as ave under the yoke count 
their own masters worthy of all honor, that the name 
of God and his doctrine be not blasphemed. And they 
that have believing masters, let them not despise them, 
because they are brethren; but rather do them serv- 
we, because they are faithful and beloved, partakers 
of the benefit—I Tim. 6:1,2. 


Servants, obey in all things your masters accord- 
ing to the flesh; not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers ; 
but in singleness of heart, fearing God: and whatso- 
ever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not un- 
do men; knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive 
the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord 
Christ—Col. 3:22-24. 
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The word servant, as used in these scriptures, 
conveyed a little different meaning from that now 
read into it; for some of them were slaves. But 
whether serving in slavery or freedom, whether held 
under contempt or in great respect, whether working 
for saints or sinners, whether working for righteous 
or unrighteous men, the standard for service is uni- 
formly the same—faithful, promoting the interests 
of the employer, remembering the principal motive, 
that of honoring God in our service and remember- 
ing that our chief reward is not the remuneration 
for service as paid in dollars and cents but the re- 
ward for faithfulness awaiting us at the resurrection 
of the just. And this is a reminder that we are all 
servants, no matter in what station in life we are 
found. Whether we serve a converted or uncon- 
verted employer, whether we are in the service of an 
“individual, a corporation, or a religious institution, 
let faithful service be the rule, and we are sure to 
meet divine approval and in the end reap the faithful 
servant’s reward. 


Masters 


Here we pause to remark that the term ‘mas- 
ter” as used in this chapter is meant to mean simply 
emp:oyer. While in Bible times the word is some- 
times used in the sense of being a slave owner, slav- 
ery has been abolished (at least in theory) and the 
only use we have for the word master is that of 
employer. 

The Bible enjoins faithfulness upon masters as 
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well as upon servants. Indeed, in considering mat-~ 
ters of this kind we are reminded that “there is no 
respect of persons.” ‘What saith the scripture” on 
this subject? 
And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, 
forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master 


also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons 
with him.—Eph. 6:9. 


Masters, give unto your servants that which 1s just 
and equal; knowing that ye also have a Master in 
heaven.—Col. 4:1. 

This language admits of but one interpretation. 
The only difference between employer and employe 
is that of station in natural affairs. Otherwise there 
is no distinction, save in the matter of character and 
standing with God, and this is as liable to be in the 
favor of one as the other. Employes should be 
treated with all due consideration and while they are 
in the home should be held as equals in standing 
with the members of the family—provided, of course, 
their character and general deportment warrants 
such treatment. They should be admitted to the 
family devotions, and in every way given the benefit 
of the social and spiritual atmosphere which should 
characterize every Christian home. There is no 
slavery or drudgery suggested in the Bible instruc- 
tions to employers and employes. Both classes 
should compare themselves frequently with these 
sacred instructions and try by God’s grace to rise to 
the standards therein held forth. 


Before we go on to other phases of home life, 
let us take a brief look at 
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Marriage 
from a Bible viewpoint. 

Every normal young man or young woman con- 
siders this question at some time in his or her life. 
It is true, as Paul says, some people had better 
never marry, but it is also true that they could 
never come to this conclusion intelligently without 
giving the question of marriage at least some con- 
sideration. 

God has promulgated two very important laws 
on the marriage question which no child of God 
should ever disregard: (1) There should be no 
mixed marriages between believers and unbelievers. 
(2) The marriage of one (or to one) having a 
tormer companion living constitutes adultery. 


Paul, writing of one released by the death of her 
husband, says: 

She is at liberty to be married to whom she will, 

only in the Lord.—TI Cor. 7:39. 

The restriction, “only in the Lord,” is taught in 
both Old and New Testaments. The one sin point- 
ed out before the flood was that of mixed marriages 
between “the sons of God” and “the daughters of 
men.” ‘Even Solomon,” highly favored as he was, 
“did outlandish women cause to sin.” Amos asks a 
very pertinent question when he wants to know, 
“Can two walk together except they be agreed?” 
Paul strikes at the root of all entangling alliances 
(whether in marriage or otherwise) when he says, 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbeliev- 
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ers.” (Read II Cor. 6:14-17). These and other like 
scriptures make it plain that no child of God should 
ever think of being united in marriage with any one 
who is not “of like precious faith.” Where husband 
and wife are divided on the most important question 
that can come up in any home, it brings about a sit- 
uation that ought by ail means to be avoided. 
Knowing these things, young people should seek 
such associations as will lead them to make proper 
selections for life companions. 


With reference to marriage with divorced per-: 
sons having former companions living, the scriptures 
(Matt. 19:9; Mark 10:11,12; Luke 16:18; Rom. 
7:3) plainly teach what kind of a sin this is. When 
two are married “they twain shall be one flesh,” and 
only death can dissolve the bond. 


There are other things—such as adaptability, 
congeniality, ideals of life, aim in life, age, health, 
mental capacity, traits of character, etc—that should 
be taken into consideration, but these should be 
considered entirely separate from the first two scrip- 
tural prohibitions mentioned. Obey God on these 
two, and pray earnestly and obediently for divine 
guidance in the rest, and you are not liable to go 
wrong in the choice of a life companion. 


Young people, looking forward to the time when 
they hope to start homes of their own, do well to 
bear these things in mind. 


The Christian home that merits the name 
“Christian” is 
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A Place of Devotion 


and, as a house of prayer it is a strong fortress for 
God. Happy the child born into that kind of a 
home, and happy the parents who succeed in bring- 
ing up a family of devoted, praying, obedient chil- 
dren. Happy the employes whose lot is that kind of 
associations, and fortunate it is for any family re- 
quiring the aid of hired help that succeeds in secur- 
ing the help of good, Christian young men and 
young women whose devotion to God makes them a 
positive help in promoting the spiritual life in the 
home. In this, as in other things, it is refreshing to 
note what is the model home held forth in the Bible: 


As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
—Josh. 24:15. 

Having his children in subsection in all gravity 
Sl eae ai holding the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience—I Tim. 3:4,9., 


Four days ago I was fasting....and....1 prayed 

in my house.—Acts 10:30. 

He came to the house of Mary..... where masny 

people were gathered together praying—Acts 12:12. 

The same man had four daughters, virgins, which 

did prophesy.—Acts 21:9. 

Let them learn first to shew piety at home— 

Se Lit 0524: 

We often hear of the Christian home ‘being a 
house of prayer. But it takes a houseful of praying 
people to make it such. We want to encourage par- 
ents to live a life of devotion, first for their own 
sakes and also for the sake of their children. We 
want to encourage children to follow in the foot- 
steps of their devoted parents, growing up, as did 
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Philip’s daughters, to labor for the Lord, to “proph- 
esy.’ We want to encourage all Christian people, 
as they go into the homes of others, to take the 
Lord Jesus Christ along, letting His light shine out 
in their lives, thus adding to the spiritual life of all 
homes that give them shelter. With father, mother, 
children, hired help, strangers within the gates, all 
devoted to God and godliness, the home is truly 
what is claimed for the Christian home, a type of 
the home above. The morning prayers, the evening 
prayers, the daily devotion around the family altar, 
prayer at mealtime, Christian conversation, the Bible 
in the most prominent place in the home, other re- 
ligious literature whose teaching is in accord with 
Bible teaching—all things help to make the home 
what it ought to be, a place of devotion, a house of 
prayer, a training school for God. 


Sociability 


It is hardly worth while to state that in a home 
like the one considered in the preceding paragraph 
sociability is one of the strong factors. You never 
saw a really devoted person that did not enjoy life, 
having a strong attachment for fellow creatures. 
True, there are many things in this world that bring 
sadness to the heart of the devoted child of God. 
Christ, for example, though there was rejoicing in 
His heart and though He gave many an admonition 
to His disciples to “rejoice,” is known to us as a 
“man of sorrows.” Yet His purity, love, and sym- 
pathy for the welfare of human souls were such that 
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He brought a radiant light wherever He came—to 
all people except such as were hardened in sin and 
would not yield to the touch of His wondrous, sav- 
ing love. Every Christian home that keeps its win- 
dows open for the light of heaven to fill its rooms is 
headquarters for sociability, for hospitality, is warm- 
ed up with a radiant light and sanctified with a con- 
genial atmosphere which makes people glad to find 
a shelter therein. What is sociability but human 
sympathy that draws people together? And what is 
human sympathy but the love that they have for one 
another? Other things being equal, the more fer- 
vent the love in the hearts of the inmates of any 
home the greater the degree of sociability found 
there. But let us turn to the Word for a picture of 
a happy, happifying Christian home. Read the en- 
tire thirty-first chapter of Proverbs for a description 
of what “a virtuous woman” will do for a home and 
its surroundings. Then read the following as_ be- 
longing to Christian sociability : 


Distributing to the necessity of saints, given to 
hospitality—Rom. 12:13. 
ay Of good behavior, given to hospitality —I Tim. 
_ A lover of hospitality, a lover of good men— 
Lite 228. 
f ke not forgetful to entertain strangers—Heb. 
Use hospitality one to another without grudging. 
—I Pet. 4:9. 

Evil communications corrupt good manners.— 


}-Cor, 15:33. 


Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God.—I Cor. 10:31. 
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These verses throw light upon the social life in 
the home, covering many phases. They teach not 
only hospitality but also purity. In every home 
where these precepts are put into practice three con- 
ditions prevail: (1) A wide open welcome to all 
people generally, as much as to say, “Come in; glad 
to see you; make yourself at home;” (2) this air of 
hospitality being genuine, not put on, a genuine 
brand of sociability that is extended “without grudg- 
ing;” (3) an atmosphere of purity and godliness as 
well as of sociability, assuring a good Christian in- 
fluence among both inmates and visitors in the 
home. The words “one to another” (I Pet. 4:9) in- 
dicate that the air of sociability is intended for the 
home folks especially as well as visitors that may be 
coming along. The reference to “evil communica- 
tions” (I Cor. 15:33) suggests the idea of care as to 
the kind of associations to be admitted or tolerated 
in the home. The words, “Do ail to the glory of 
God” (I Cor. 10:31), applicable to the social life as 
well as many other things, constitute a safe rule 
which if followed will keep all people out of trouble. 
Both parents and children should in every way pos- 
sible encourage the standard of social life herein 


held forth. 


A home is not normal where the social life is 
discouraged. It is natural for people to associate 
together, and every provision possible should be 
made to supply this inner craving of the human soul. 
Bid your neighbors welcome in your home. Make it 
possible for the young people to. be together fre- 
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quently—only let the Scriptures form the social eti- 
quette which is to govern the life of the young peo- 
ple while they are together. Parents should not 
neglect the matter of counseling together as to ways 
and means of satisfying the social cravings of their 
children and at the same time keep them pure from 
the many and soul-destroying social evils with which 
the present time abounds. We fall short of our duty 
when we confine ourselves to warnings and prohibi- 
tions against dangers and corrupting influences. 
We: also want to help build up the social circle 
where Christian standards prevail and where good 
morals and godliness are held at a premium. To 
this end let us beware of a purely social program. 
It will not stay pure. There is something else need- 
ed besides the mere matter of getting together; 
there must be a motive; and the devil is always 
ready to suggest a program where Christian people 
have provided none. Besides the social conversa- 
tion, let there be provisions made for the training of 
the intellect, the morals, the spiritual powers. This 
subject will be further noted in the next chapter, so 
we will dismiss it here with the observation that full 
opportunities for the development of the social life, 
supervised by the provision found in I Cor. 10:31, is 
the safe course for every family. 


Singing 


Music is the voice of the soul. It grips the 
heart in a way that nothing else will. It is a de- 
lightful way to praise the Lord. The song of deliy- 
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erance was sung with great joy by Miriam and the 
singers of Israel after they had crossed the Red Sea. 
“The sweet singer of Israel” burst forth in songs 
and praise as he realized what God had done for 
him. We are assured that there will be music in 
heaven, when the redeemed of the Lord will sing 
the song of Moses and the Lamb. 


Is any merry, let him sing psalms.—Jas. 5:13. 


Why psalms? Why not the gay, giddy, oper- 
atic, fast, lively, ‘“rag-time” music that brings more 
music into the feet than into the head, and that puts 
people into a merry, hilarious frame of mind? Are 
psalms not entirely too slow for people who are sup- 
posed to be “merry?” 

The answer is not hard to find. James was 
writing to God’s people, to the “born again” ones, to 
those who have the mind of the Master, to those 
who have turned away from the follies of earth and 
have learned to know what it means to “rejoice with 
joy unspeakable and full of glory.” To such the 
merry heart finds more natural expression in songs 
abounding in the love and praise of God. To a 
heart overflowing with the love of God such music 
is the natural expression of the soul, the natural out- 
burst of inexpressible delight. Dear reader, let not 
your time and talents and affections be wasted in 
the silly, nonsensical music of this world. But may 
we mount up on wings of faith, refresh our souls 
with the air of heaven, and “sing with the spirit and 
with the understanding also.” In other words, 
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Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace 1» your hearts to the Lord.—Col. 3:16. 

Many are the homes in which the hours are 
brightened and the hearts are lightened in the serv- 
ice of song. And when the music in the home is 
of the kind which is herein described it lifts the 
souls of the singers heavenward, ennobling their 
lives and deepening the feeling that this kind of 
home life is worth while. What shall our young 
people do? Let them sing. There will be plenty 
of it in the home beyond; let there be an abundance 
of it in our homes below. 

And may we at this time speak a word in be- 
half of the superiority of vocal over instrumental 
music. The latter appeals to the sentiments and 
often awakens enthusiasm; but when it comes to 
breathing out the longings of the soul and giving 
expression to the innermost depths of the heart, 
that is done most effectively in connection with the 
instrument of ten thousand strings which God has 
graciously given to every human being and upon 
which the human voice chants the ecstasies of the 
soul which sends its praises to the throne. Arti- 
ficial music, like everything else artificial, can never 
equal the natural, can never equal that which we 
know by the common name of “singing.” The 
instrument can never take the place of the voice in 
its vital connection with the soul. 


Speaking of song a certain writer says: 
“There is in Christian song some strange, mys- 
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terious power to voice the language of the heart. 
It contains suggestions of forms and powers of 
utterance which may not find their perfect develop- 
ment in this life. It is a special power of utterance 
suited to holy themes. The heavenly hosts do not 
speak when they can help it. They sing. Singing 
is their natural utterance. So it would seem that 
our attempts to sing God’s praise are just attempts 
to rise toward that angelic life in which song 1s 
more natural than speech.’”—E. J. Lena. 
“Then to my raptured ear 
Let one sweet song be given; 


Let music cheer me last on earth, 
And greet me first in heaven.” 


The Home a Citadel of Godliness 


We love to think of home as headquarters for 
godliness ; a retreat from the storms and turmoils 
of earth, a place where the children are trained to 
fight the battles of life, an oasis in the midst of the 
deserts of this world, where young men and young 
women are developing into stalwart workers for 
God, and where people are strengthened and en- 
couraged to press on fighting the battles of the 
cross. To this end we want to take one more look 
into our Mirror before we leave this subject to the 
end that we may see conditions prevailing in Chris- 
tian homes in apostolic times and feel encouraged 
to do what we can that like conditions may pre- 
vail in our own: 


He came to the house of Mary....where many 
people were gathered together praying.—Acts 12:12. 
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And when she was baptized, and her household, 
she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide 
there —Acts 16:15. 

And the same had four daughters, virgins, which 
did prophesy.—Acts 21:9. 

Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serv- 
ing the Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribula- 
tion; continuing instant in prayer; distributing to the 
BEC ET of saints; given to hospitality—Rom. 12: 

3. 


One that ruleth well his own house-—I Tim. 3:4. 
Salute....Nymphas, and the church whitch is m 


his house—Col. 4:15. | 

In short, we recognize God as the Head of our 
homes. We give Him the preeminence in_ all 
things. We thank Him for our shelter, we rejoice 
that we can say that “our lines have fallen unto us 
in pleasant places,” we praise His name because of 
His protecting care and His unerring goodness. 
What is more natural than that we should count our 
homes as fully under His directing care and our- 
selves as His servants, doing all we can to make 
our homes centers of religious influence and service, 
# place where children grow up, grow strong in the 
Lord, and go forth to start other homes where God 
may further strengthen His cause among the chil- 
dren of men? 3 


CHAPTER IV 


GOING OUT INTO SOCIETY 


“Society” here means the association of other 
people, and may be connected with social, business, 
or religious life. For the purpose of this chapter 
it matters little what takes us out of the home into 
the association of other people, as the getting ready 
for the outing is the principal thing that we wish 
to consider. 

You get up in the morning, having in mind 
that day to attend church, to do some shopping in 
town, to attend a public sale, to meet some friends 
at the railroad station, or something else that takes 
you into the presence of and in contact with other 
people. But before you go there are some things 
that claim your attention. Here are some of them: 


Personal Appearance 


Naturally your personal appearance claims some 
of your attention. Two things divide your interests: 
cleanliness, clothing. You stand before your mirror 
until you are satisfied on both points. As you 
stand and look you think of two things: (1) your 
own approval and satisfaction; (2) the approval 
and satisfaction of others. Being a child of God, 
you should make sure that your personal appearance 
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is such that it meets the approval of God, whether 
it satisfies man or not. Therefore, back of that 
mirror you want to see the approval of God (not 
of man) as your first consideration. 


This bring us face to face with the fact that 
we have a choice between two parties, two forces, 
two masters—God and the world. We can not 
please both, for “the whole world lieth in wicked- 
ness,” and it is expressly written in the language 
of inspiration: | 

If any man love the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him—I Jno. 2:15. 

Whosoever would be the friend of the world, ts 
an enemy of God.—Jas. 4:4. 

But what has this to do with the clothes ques- 
tion? Simply this: God has some specific directions 
as to how His people should be clothed. One of the 
most direct references on this question is found 
in Peter’s letter to the “stranger” in different prov- 
inces: 

Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorn- 
ing of plaiting the hair and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price—I Pet. 3:3, 4. 

This taken in connection with I Tim. 2:9, 10, 
which teaches the same thing, also Isa. 3:16-24, 
which makes known the will of God on the same 
subject to Old Testament saints, enjoins the fol- 
lowing upon the people of God: Dress modestly; 
wear no jewelry; avoid costly array; avoid orna- 
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mentation of the body, as it is immodest. The 
dress question is noticed in numerous other scrip- 
ture references, but this in substance, is the teach- 
ing of them all. It is God’s will concerning His 
people. Before you leave home to mingle with 
other people, be sure that your attire is in contorm- 
ity with the Gospel standard. 

It will be noticed that these are not God’s 
instructions as to the kind of clothing that should 
be worn on certain church occasions, but a clear 
exposition of Christian apparel independent of any 
church connections. Whether you leave home to 
attend church, to mingle in social circles, to trans- 
act business; whether you mingle with saved or 
unsaved people, with people who approve or dis- 
approve conformity to the Gospel standard, remem- 
ber that as a child of God you owe it to Him to 
appear in public arrayed in the kind of dress which 
the Bible teaches and approves. ; 


Motives 


Have you decided to spend the day away from 
home? What prompted your decision? Your mo- 
tive may be proper or improper, good or bad, de- 
pending upon what moves you to go out. It may be 
some pressing business duties, or some mission of 
rescue, or some religious work, a desire to be of 
service to some one else. On the other hand, it 
may be a frolic down street, a moving picture show, 
@ theater, a banquet, or some other worldly allure- 
ment that draws you. It may be a social visit to a 


GOING OUT INTO SOCIETY 67 


friend, or something else that may be either good 
or bad, depending upon the motives or the nature 
of the associations. 

This brings the question right home to God's 
people. To go out from home means opportunity 
to do service for the Master—in a social, business, 
or religious way—provided you go with the right 
end in view, prompted by proper motives, Let us 
therefore, before we leave our homes, talk to thé 
Lord about it, and be sure that we go prompted 
by motives which He can approve. Looking into 
our Mirror, here are a few things that will enable 
us to determine whether our motives are proper 
or improper: 


Remember now thy Creator.—Eccl. 12:1. 


If sinners entice thee, consent thou not.—Prov. 
1:10. 


As we have therefove opportunity, let us do good. 
- —Gal. 6:10. 


Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.— 
PoCoreiUss., 


Love not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.—lL Jno. 2:15. 

“You see your calling, brethren,’ said Paul to 
his people in reminding them of their station in life 
and their duty to their fellow men. In the sacred 
spot which we call home, as we meditate going out 
on our missions, let us never forget that we are the 
people of God, “bought with a price,” called to be 
holy, living to the glory of God, having the fellow- 
ship of the Spirit, letting our lights shine for the 
Master. Remembering this, whether it be spiritual, 
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business, or social affairs that call us out, we are not 
liable to make records away from home that will 
cause us pangs of regret after we get back home and 
meditate upon what we have done or failed to do. 
Many people, well meaning, shine with a very dim, 
murky light because they fail to take a proper in- 
ventory of themselves before they leave home and 
decide definitely what they mean to do while away. 
But with the spirit of consecration definitely stamp- 
ed upon us, there is no question about our life and 
influence while among others. 


Social Relations 


At this point we shall dismiss from considera- 
tion all thought of religious and business life and 
confine ourselves strictly to matters social. The 
cther two will be considered in later chapters. 

What will you do when you get into the com- 
pany of others? That is not always possible to tell. 
By leaving home with the pure motives considered 
in the preceding paragraph, your general attitude is 
settled; but there are questions and problems that 
arise almost every moment that must be decided at 
that time. There are unexpected temptations that 
come upon people so suddenly that they sometimes 
do things, on the spur of the moment, that they 
afterwards wish that they hadn’t. Then at times 
there are two or more seemingly conflicting duties, 
and it is not always an easy matter to tell which 
thing we ought to do. Here again we wish to em- 
phasize the importance of taking thought before- 
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hand, for in that way people are often delivered 
from snares and pitfalls that they might not escape 
if they had given matters no previous thought. 


In the morning you have some kind of idea 
what kind of people you are likely to meet during 
the day, or what kind of gatherings you will be 
called upon to attend. Decide beforehand whether 
the associations and gatherings are the proper kind 
for you to mingle in. If improper, then have the 
manhood to say, “I'll not go; Til stay away.” If 
proper, remember that you are going as a child of 
God, not as a worldling, and that upon you rests a 
portion of the responsibility to make the associations 
really beneficial to all within the social circle. Let 
us now take a look into our Mirror and see the 
Christian model which God would have us be: 


Keep thyself pure—Il Tim. 5:22. 


Whether therefore ve eat, or drink, or whatso- 
ever ye do, do ail to the glory of God.—I Cor. 10:31. 


All uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once 
named among you, as becometh saints; neither filthi- 
ness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are net 
convemtent: but rather giving of thanks—Eph. 5:3, 4. 


Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.—Matt. 5:16. 


=u communications corrupt good manners.—I 


Cor, 15233. 


If any man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meek- 
ness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted— 
Gal G1. 


Rejoice in the Lord alway, and again, I say, re- 
joice.—Phil. 4:4. 
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You are not perfect, do you say? No; nobody 
is. But here is our model, and it is they who make 
an earnest, prayerful effort to conform to this image 
that. are not only the real benefactors in the social 
circle but also enjoy life in the highest and best 
sense of the word. Beware of the social atmosphere 
that frowns upon this kind of a standard but prefers 
the light, frivolous, gay, giddy, nonsensical, foolish, 
ungodly, conscience-killing, hurtful, ruinous, devil- 
invented atmosphere of the world. The sad story of 
the world that tells of innocent boys and girls led 
astray, of heart-broken mothers and disappointed 
fathers, of blasted lives and shattered homes, and 
finally of the unnumbered millions of doomed souls 
on the-left of the great King and Judge, hearing the 
awful sentence of “Depart, ye cursed!” would be 
very materially shortened if all the people known by 
the name Christian would take the Bible standard 
rather than the world standard as their rule of life 
in the social circle. 


Our Opportunity 


One of the lamentable facts of the present time 
is that the enemy of our souls has taken possession 
of modern society. He scoffs at the idea of mixing 
religion and social affairs, and too many church 
members have fallen in with his ideas. 

A group of instructors in a teachers’ institute 
were together one day before the body of teachers 
assembled. As is often the case, their conversation 
drifted on social affairs, this time about one of the 
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young teachers who had married just a week or ten 
days previous.. “And they went right off to. a 
prayer-meeting after the ceremony was pronounced !” 
remarked the one, and they all had a hearty laugh 
over it. Had the bridal couple gone off on a 
pleasure excursion, had they attended movies or 
theaters or joined with the rest in a social dance, 
their course would have been taken as a matter of 
course; but because they took the very unusual 
course of going to a prayer-meeting!—that was 
astonishing. Now these. instructors were not sup- 
posed to be scoffers, light-minded, or foolish. They 
were men who had years of experience, were teach- 
ers in Sunday school, and could lead in eloquent 
prayer. We give the incident as an illustration of 
perverted tastes in the standard of modern society. 


From the modern churches there comes the cry 
for “more liberty.” The rules of the Methodist 
General Conference against members attending card 
parties, theaters, and dancing. are denounced as 
“puritanical’”—belonging to “blue laws,” fit for the 
darker ages when people were not supposed to know 
much. Godless social functions are held up as 
models, as religion and social affairs are not sup- 
posed to harmonize. The world has set the stand- 
ard, and churches have weakly (we fear willingly) 
patterned after. | 

It is time to call a halt. Christian people ought 
to take charge of the society of our young people in 
the name of the Lord. We should foster diligently 
the idea that people who have professed faith in our 


72 THE GOSPEL MIRROR 


Lord Jesus Christ and given themselves to God are 
not only church members but also Christian work- 
ers; that Christian experience is not a mere formal 
affair to be used in religious meetings and bottled 
up the rest of the time, but that they who have giv- 
en their hearts to the Lord are His in all matters 
spiritual, social, or business. Let our pure-minded, 
loyal-hearted young people assert themselves and 
foster standards of purity and heavenly-mindedness. 
It can be done; it ought to be done; and by the 
grace of God it will be done as soon as the eyes of 
a sufficient number of Christian people are awake to 
our dangers and alive to our duties and oppor- 
tunities. The Christian home, the social circle, and 
the Church should form a sacred alliance in the very 
important cause of lifting the social circle upon a 
Christian plane. 
Pleasure 

The devil is not easily dislodged when his pos- 
session of modern society is attacked. His stock 
argument is: “You want to rob the young people of 
all their pleasures. But you'll not succeed; you 
can’t put an old head on young shoulders.” And 
well meaning parents, blind to their children’s high- 
est interests, catch up the refrain and say, “Our 
young people must have a little pleasure. We were 
young once ourselves. We must let our young peo- 
ple have their pleasures, or else we will lose them 
altogether !” 

The serious objection we have to urge to that 
kind of mumbling is that it takes it for granted that 
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pleasure may be had only in foolishness, frivolity, 
vanity, ungodliness. The Bible condemns living in 
lust and folly, not because God wishes to arbitrarily 
rob people of their pleasures, but because the very 
things which the carnal heart seeks for pleasure are 
the things which ruin the soul, bring bitterness into 
the life, and rob the victim of the very highest forms 
of pleasure. The thousands of souls that have been 
ruined, their lives blasted, their sacred honor taken 
away, their later lives spent in bitterness, disgrace, 
wretchedness, and depravity through the influence 
of such things as novels, theaters, movies, picnics, 
dances, etc., etc., etc., must chant with Solomon that 
bitter wail, “All is vanity and vexation of the spirit!” 
There is nothing more deceptive than carnal pleas- 
ure. It is very attractive at one end, but it has a 
terrible sting at the other. Millions of souls will be 
doomed to spend eternity in hell because they were 
ensnared in this life by the pleasures of this world. 
She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liv- 

eth—I Tim. 5:6 

It is to save them for the eternal pleasures in 
everlasting glory that God so faithfully warns a- 
gainst the deceptive pleasures of this world. Listen! 

At thy right hand are pleasures for evermore— 

Psa, A6<eL1; 

But what is pleasure? It is emotion, physical 
sensation. In itself, the sensation is neither good 
nor bad, right nor wrong; it is the response of the 
man of flesh to the appeals that come from the out- 
side. All people—good, bad, and -indifferent—have 
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these sensations. It is not the sensation itself but 
the thing that calls it forth that must be judged. I 
once Saw a young man staggering under the load of 
the contents of a bottle. Part of the time he was 
prostrate on the ground, and part of the time he was 
struggling to get on his feet. The last I saw of him 
he was standing up, leaning ‘against a barbed wire 
fence, waving his hat, and shouting as though he 
were having the time of his life. On the other hand, 
I have seen young people in meetings where they 
joined heartily in the worship, their mellow voices 
sending heavenward the hymns of praise and their 
beaming countenances giving evidences of “a joy 
unspeakable and full of glory” that none but Chris- 
tian people can have.. Now the question is not, Was 
that pleasure right or wrong? but, What occasioned 
the pleasure, and what did it do for the soul? not, 
Are the emotions of pleasure justifiable or not? but, 
What are the things in which we take pleasure? 
This helps us to keep straight on the pleasure ques- 
tion. Anything in the line of carnal amusement is 
wrong, because it is hurtful, ruinous to the soul. 


Another thought worthy of notice is that the 
matter of seeking pleasure for pleasure’s sake in- 
variably leads to the bad. Don’t be afraid that you 
will not enjoy life if you refrain from seeking enjoy- 
ment in the vanities and foolishness of this world. 
An approving conscience, a consciousness of the 
peace of God within the soul, a sense of duty well 
performed, a knowledge that your course is pleasing 
your heavenly Father, a feeling that you are doing 
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that which is a glory to God and a help to His 
creatures will bring you all the pleasures you need 
or want. And whether it is the social conversation, 
the personal work in behalf of lost souls, the joining 
in spiritual songs, the working with your hands, the 
help of the needy, the admiration of things beautiful, 
the contemplation of things that are pure and en- 
nobling, or anything else that engages your atten- 
tion, your life is a continual stream of joy, for the 
glory of God fills your soul, the blessed hope of 
brighter glories to come spurs you on, and the purity 
and loftiness of purpose and service fills you with a 
constant satisfaction that makes you feel that you 
would not for a thousand worlds exchange places 
with the mere worldling who seeks his joys in 
things in the earth. Even in the midst of sufferings 
you can “rejoice and be exceeding glad; for great is 
your reward in. heaven.” 


Things to be Encouraged 


In line with the foregoing thoughts it may be in 
order to enumerate a number of things that ought to 
be encouraged in the social circle: 

1. Pure Thought.—It is the things which we 
harbor in our minds that eventually settle into and 
become a part of our character. Therefore— 

- Whatsoever things are pure........ think on these 

things.—Phil. 4:8. 

So long as you refuse to harbor impure thoughts 
in-your mind, but on the other hand keep your mind 
occupied in things that are pure, ennobling, uplift- 
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ing, helpful, strengthening, your character keeps on 
developing in the right direction. 


2. Pure Speech.—So long as your speech is 
such that all of it would make edifying reading mat- 
ter if printed, your speech is ideal. By-words, slang 
phrases, idle words, vulgar talk, silly talk carrying 
improper suggestions—all these should be scrupu- 
lously excluded from the Christian man’s or woman’s 
speech. Impure speech indicates an impure heart; 
for, “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 
speaketh.” 


3. Mind Culture.— The mind, lke the body, 
grows strong with proper exercise. Keep it prop- 
erly filled and properly exercised, and its proper 
growth is assured. Extensive and intensive reading, 
frequent discussions on the issues and events of the 
day, social conversation covering a wide range of 
subjects, and constant fellowship with God mean 
much for the proper development of the mind. 

4. Associations with Pure-minded People. — 
God had an object in creating us sociable creatures. 
We live in accordance with the design of God when 
we cultivate our social powers. Associations with 
pure-minded people, both sexes represented, mean 
much in rounding out the social powers of anyone, 
and fitting such an one for practical service. 

5. Singing.—‘“‘Social singings,” as they are called, 
have the stigma of disgrace upon them in some 
communities because of the conduct of people that 
was not at all in harmony with the message of the 
songs that were sung. But this shortcoming must 
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be charged against the community rather than a- 
gainst the idea of spending an hour or more to- 
gether in the service of song. It is a delightful way 
of spending the social hour—satisfying not only the 
social instinct but uplifting the soul in nobler 
thought and impulse. Encourage singing—where 
songs are commendable and the attitude of singers 
in accordance. It is uplifting in influence, and a 
heaven-approved way of passing away the time. 

6. Public Programs Making Substantial Con- 
tributions to Mind and Character.—Whatever may 
te the nature of such programs—religious or educa- 
tional—the object sought should be the uplift of in- 
dividuals, the strengthening of the social bond, the 
building of character, the glory of God. 


7. Social Purity.—This includes pure thought, 
pure speech, proper decorum among members of the 
opposite sex, and whatever else may be included in 
Paul’s instruction to Timothy: “Keep thyself pure.” 

In this connection we may well dismiss all con- 
sideration of licentiousness, for only beasts in human 
form are guilty of it. But there are a few things | 
which often lead to it that ought to be taught a- 
gainst, protested against more universally and vigor- 
ously than they are. We refer to such things as 
pure-minded girls keeping company with impure 
men, courtship in darkened rooms with window cur- 
tains down, members of opposite sexes embracing 
each other or practicing other undue familiarity with 
each other’s persons, and other practices which stir 
up evil passions and lead to immorality. No young 
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man, no young woman, is safe where such practices 
are tolerated. They belong to the underworld, and 
not to respectable society. , 

Where people are habitually pure in thought 
and chaste in conversation, keep themselves in the 
associations of those who are habitually pure in 
thought, word, and deed, do their uplift work among 
people with tainted morals under such circumstances 
only in which their actions can not be wrongly con- 
strued, they are sure to have a record for social 
purity which will not only be a safeguard for them- 
selves but also a positively uplifting influence over 
others. The standard of the Gospel is distinctly a 
standard of social purity. Where ‘the doctrine of 
the sinless life is held sacred in the social circle the 
devil is banished from society and virtue is the un- 
failing rule among the young people. 


CHAPTER V 


BUSINESS PRECEPTS 
Is the Bible a safe business guide? 


It certainly is. More than this, it is the only 
perfect business guide there is. However meritor- 
ious the productions of successful business men’s 
minds, the fact remains that these are but the prod- 
- ucts of finite minds while God’s mind is infinite— 
He never makes a mistake. This does in no way 
reflect upon what men have written but it does 
emphasize the fact that in the Bible we have a per- 
fect business guide, as well as a. perfect book of in- 
struction in all other things concerning which it as- 
sumes to speak. 


We hear of Christian business men. Would to 
God we had more of them. But let us not think 
that every church member in business is a Christian 
business man. Only they who take Christ into their 
business and put His precepts into practice are 
worthy of the name. Our standard is not what oth- 
ers may do in their dealings with fellow men but 
what God directs us to do. Let us therefore turn to 
our Bibles, “beholding as in a glass” the will of the 
Lord concerning our business life. As we look into 
our Mirror we find a number of important business 
precepts which if scrupulously followed will, under 
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the blessing of God, keep us safe and prosperous. 
First among them is one that corresponds to an ex- 
pression we often hear; namely, 


“First Things First” 


Our Savior enunciates this principle as follows: 


Seek ye FIRST the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto 
you.—Matt. 6:33. 


Why do men go into business? Their motives 
differ, and the ends they seek are different. But this 
motive catches most people: that they may have 
something to eat and to wear, and shelter for them- 
selves and their own. It was these things that our 
Savior was discussing when He enunciated. this 
fundamental principle which should govern the lives 
of all people. Most people admit that this is the 
proper standard, and that all should follow the rule; 
but when it comes to putting into practice they lack 
the faith. True, the promise is, “All these things 
shall be added unto you;” but when it comes to the 
‘test, many choose to do that which they think ex- 
pedient rather than right. 

Matt. 6:33 requires two things as the first prin- 
ciples in business: (1) Be a Christian. (2) Be right 
in all your dealings with men. No matter what 
comes, no matter how great the temptation, no mat- 
ter how few there may be who are true to this pre- 
cept, no matter how great the apparent loss by 
adopting this as an unalterable rule in life, BE 
TRUE—God’s promise is yours. 


{ 
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a In the business world there are many tempta- 
tions. In fact, the cases are so rare where a man is 
a thorough-going business man and at the same time 
a real warm-hearted Christian that people generally 
have the impression that a man can not be both. 
This impression is all the stronger because most 
warm-hearted Christians who go into business “cool 
off” spiritually after they are in business very long. 
The mistake is made in not heeding the admonition, 
“Seek ye first—” Not the dollar, not success, not 
sharp bargains, but “the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness” must be held first in our affections, 
first in our aim, first in our poltcy, or a business life 
will mean shipwreck of faith. Holding fast this rule 
of life will save you from two things: (1) Business 
that can not be conducted to the glory of God; (2) 
business methods which no Christian should make 
use of. Hold to this rule, and you will be spared 
many a temptation and kept out of many unscrip- 
tural acts. 


The Golden Rule - 


Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them ltkewise.—Matt. 7:12. 


This is another rule that keeps you right side 
up in business life. In all your business transactions ~ 
it is never safe to go very far without trading places 
with the other man—that is, imagine yourself in his 
place and he in yours, then see how the proposed 
transaction would suit you. Without constant vig- 
ilance, it is remarkable how selfish the best of men 
become, especially when they have “an eye to busi- 
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ness.” The Golden Rule put into universal practice 
would work wonders. 


It would put an immediate end to the present 
conflict between labor and capital. 


It would put an immediate stop to the all too 
prevalent practice of asking all you can get for the 
things you have to seil and trying to force the other 
man down to lowest notch Sse you are in the act 
of buying. 

It would promote a feeling of true: friendship, 
because everybody would be doing what they could 
to promote everybody else’s welfare. 

It would put an immediate end to war. 

It would empty all jails and penitentiaries, and 
put most courts out of business. | 

It would put an end to all business that is not 
positively helpful to fellow men. 

In fact, it would be instrumental in working so 
many reforms, in banishing so much that is evil, in 
promoting happiness to such an. astonishing extent 
that the wonder is that this Rule has not been put 
into more general practice long ago. The only rea- 
son why it has not is that the god of this world has 
so abominably blinded the eyes of his people and 
perverted their minds to an extent that they are 
blindly seeking their selfish interests regardless oi 
what that may mean for others. 

But it is not for us to condemn others for not 
putting the Golden Rule into practice. Are we prac- 
ticing it ourselves? 
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Seeking Others’ Wealth 
Let no man seck his own, but every man another's: 

wealth—I Cor. 10:24. 

This is but an application of the Golden Rule. 
Christ came into the world, and became poor that 
we might be rich. We serve our neighbors best 
when we work to promote their interests. This does 
not mean that our own interests should be neglect- 
ed. In promoting the interests of others, we also 
serve our own. The farmer, the merchant, the 
mechanic, and every other man in every other occu- 
pation, should choose his vocation and conduct his 
affairs with a view to helping others. 

A stock dealer went to the home of his neighbor 
to buy a yearling colt. “How much do you want 
for the filly?” he said. “I would like to have fifty 
dollars,” replied the neighbor, “but if you think that 
is too much I will take less.” “All right,” said the 
stockman, “bring her over.” When the neighbor 
came with the filly the stockman handed him sixty 
dollars. His neighbor had under-estimated the value 
of the colt, and this honest dealer was as ready to 
say, “Your price is too low” as he would have been 
to protest had the price been considered too high. 
Some would call this man foolish, while others 
would commend him for his honesty and his devo- 
tion to his neighbor’s interests. What do you think 
of him? : 

Another a eric Perhaps you are a farmer. 
If so, you want to raise the kind of crops that will 
be an actual benefit to other people. Don’t waste 
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time in producing something which is an injury 
rather than a help to other people. Unless you can 
honestly say of what you raise, “Take this; it will 
be good for you; I advise you to use it,’ make it a 
business not to raise it. But there is money in it, 
do you say? And would you wish to enrich your- 
self at others’ expense, especially when you know 
it is an injury to them? Pray, where is your faith, 
that you can not trust God’s promise, “All these 
things shall be added unto you,” when you insist on 
producing things that will injure rather than help 
your fellow men, just because you imagine there is 
a little more money in it for you? Before you ask 
the question, Does it pay? ask, Am I thereby help- 
ing fellow men? It is right to be prudent, right to 
consider the question of profit and loss before every 
business venture; but to consider the interests of 
fellow men does in nowise conflict with such pru-- 
dence, and as a rule helps the profit and loss ac- 
count. Living for the good of others, we have the 
promise that God will take care of us. 


Honest Measure 


The cases are rare where people openly defend 
dishonesty. In practice, however, this sin is not 
auite so rare. Let us turn on the Gospel light a 
little while; it will do us good. 

Solomon says, “A false balance is abomination 
to the Lord; but a just weight is his delight” (Prov. 
11:1). Again: “Divers weights are an abomination 
urito the Lord; and a false balance is not good” 
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(Prov. 20:23). Nothing short of covetousness and 
downright dishonesty can call for such measures. 
Our Savior puts the issue squarely and holds up the 
Gospel standard when He says: 


Give, and it shall be given unto you; good meas- 
ure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over....for with the same measure that ye mete withal 
it shall be measured to you again—Luke 6:38, 


Nothing discredits a professed Christian man 
any quicker than an evident disposition to give 
short measure when he sells and to demand long 
measure when buying. On the other hand, they 
who give Gospel measure when they sell invariably 
hold the good will of their customers. “He that 
soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.” It 
takes the “small potato” to fill a measure with small 
potatoes and then put on a layer of large, fine ones 
on top to deceive the buyer. Whether it is potatoes, 
apples, peaches, pears, berries, or something else 
that you are preparing for market, a disposition to 
put the small ones to the bottom and the larger 
ones ontop shows a covetous, grasping, un-Chris- 
tain nature that needs to be repented of immediately 
if the possessor is to enjoy the approving smile of 
God and the confidence of fellow men. 

An honest soul is committed to an honest meas- 
ure. It is the generous man who, as a rule, reaps 
generous rewards. Your disposition to give value 
received for everything you buy and generous meas- 
ure in everything you sell will win you friends who 
not only delight in dealing with you but are also 
subject to your influence for good. 
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The Unequal Yoke 


Be ye also enlarged. 


Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: 
for what fellowship hath righteousness with unright- 
eousness? and what communion hath light with dark- 
ness? and what concord hath Christ with Belial? or 
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel?— 
II Cor. 6:13-15. 


Many a Christian man would have been better 
off financially and spiritually had he given heed to 
these words of divine wisdom. 

_ The’ principle involved is this: It is not good 
for Christian people to form entangling alliances 
with worldlings. This has many applications in the 
life of the Christian, but since this chapter is de- 
voted to business precepts we shall confine our- 
selves to that alone. From a business viewpoint 
we frecognize this application: Christian people 
should hold aloof from any business partnerships or 
associations with unbelievers through which they 
are liable to be drawn into questionable, harmful, 
and unscriptural deeds and practices. It is enough 
for us to know that this teaching is given by in- 
spiration of God (II Tim. 3:16, 17) and was there- 
fore conceived in Infinite Wisdom; but if further 
proof were needed we have it in abundance: 

1. Thousands, lured by prospects of large re- 
turns from small investments, have invested in 
mining stocks and shares in other corporations— 
cnly to find themselves relieved afterwards of their 
hard-earned cash. 

2. You can count by the scores the men who 
have “lost their religion” after months or years of 
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experience in partnership or associations with un- 
believers, but you can hunt a long time before you 
find a man who has thus been tied up in unscriptural 
business relations and is still. an ardent defender 
of the faith and a living example of what a child of 
God ought to be. 


When we talk about the unequal yoke let us 
make a difference between neighborliness with those 
living in the same community and actual partnership 
agreements which make us partakers of the deeds 
of unscrupulous business partners or associates. 
And whether you call this an association, a union, a 
corporation, or purely a personal partnership with 
those who do not share your views of life, remember 
that your safe way, and the only way in which you 
can retain your freedom of conscience and action is 
to keep yourself entirely aloof from such ties. The 
only yokes which we should recognize are (1) the 
yoke of Christ, which always insures freedom and 
safety, (2) the yoke of. Christian fellowship, which 
binds us to those “of like precious faith,” and (3) 
the yoke of friendship, which gives us peaceable 
and helpful relations with those about us without 
binding us to things which our consciences disap- 
prove and the Word of God forbids. 


Are we free from all entangling alliances in> 
business affairs? 
Diligence 


Seest thou a man diligent in his business ? he shall 
stand before kings.—Prov. 22:29 
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Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serv- 

mg the Lord.—Rom. 12:11. 

Walk up and take your measure. To be inter- 
ested in the welfare of others does not mean that we 
should not be interested in our own welfare. To be 
about our Father’s business does not mean to be 
neglectful of temporal affairs. Zeal for the Lord 
is no excuse for physical laziness or slovenliness. 
On the other hand, laziness unfits a man for matters 
spiritual as well as for earthly duties. God’s ideal 
is not laziness, nor indolence, not carelessness; but 
diligence, industry, aggressiveness in whatever we 
undertake. His ideal is not the man with a big, fat 
bank account, living off the fruit of other men’s 
labors, wasting his life in ease and luxury; but the 
man who makes use of his spare moments, working 
with muscle and brain, making good use of his time 
and his talents, and putting them to good account 
in the service of God and man. This ideal is beauti- 
fully apparent in God’s provisions for our first 
parents in the garden of Eden. Though surrounded 
and blessed with all that heart could wish, there was 
plenty of work given them to do—they were to 
keep and to dress the garden. God’s ideal is the 
working man. Whatever your business, make the 
most of it, remembering God’s directions as to how 
this 1s to be done. 


God manifests His approval of the diligent life 
by adding His blessings in the form of prosperity— 
physically, mentally, morally, spiritually. Go where 
you will, and you find that, as a rule, people who 
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make their mark in either temporal or spiritual af- 
fairs, or both, are the ones who apply themselves 
diligently to their task. It is not “worldly” to be 
diligent in gathering together this world’s goods and 
using them to the glory of God. 


Living to the Glory of God 
Whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God— 

Pe Cor. 10331: 

Here is a precept which admits of a wide appli- 
cation. Since business life is the subject before us, 
we shall direct our thoughts to that alone. What 
are you in business for? To make money. What 
do you want with your money? Here we pause for 
reflection, for the question brings us to the dividing 
line between the children of God and the children 
of this world. The ultimate object of money centers 
either in self or in God. Either self-interest or the 
welfare of the cause of Christ is the motive power 
which prompts you to do what you do. The man 
who struggles along to the end that he may keep 
himself and family in luxury, that he may either be 
accounted rich or have people sound his praises, is 
missing his mark in life. What we spend on our- 
selves or our own should always be to the end that 
God may be glorified in such investment. 

What will the policy of living to the glory of 
God do for us? In the first place, it will keep us 
out of questionable or unscriptural business. The 
liquor dealer, the keeper of a sporting place, the to- 
bacco dealer, the dealer in jewelry and other “un- 
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necessaries of life,’ can not say that his business is 
conducted to the glory of God. Whatever the mo- 
tive may be, it can not be that. Therefore the appli- 
cation of this precept will take us out of all kinds of 
business in which we can not truthfully say that we 
are doing it to God’s glory. When considering the 
question of what kind of business to engage in, our 
choice will be determined largely by the question, 
Is it to the glory of God? 

Secondly, this policy forbids that we conduct a 
legitimate business in an illegitimate way. For 
instance, it is not wrong to farm; but it is wrong to 
use unscriptural methods in producing or disposing 
of our crops. It is not wrong to be a merchant; 
but it is. wrong to charge exorbitant prices or to 
iandle merchandise which Christian people ought 
not to use. Apply I Cor. 10:31, both in the choice 
of your business, trade, or profession and also in the 
method of conducting it, and you need not fear but 
that the Master’s “Well done” will greet you in the 


end. 
* * * 


We are aware that some people look upon the 
standard herein held forth as “narrow.” But we 
have no apology to offer for maintaining the idea 
that all the things contained in the Bible were con- 
ceived in the Infinite Mind of God and are therefore 
reliable in the fullest sense of the word. We do well 
to profit by the experiences of others. No matter by 
what name your business may be called, you can not 
afford to ignore the experiences of others who have 
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keen successful in the same kind of business. Busi- 
ness guides, business schools, lectures, personal ad- 
vice, all have their place; but none of these things 
furnish any excuse for ignoring the business pre- 
cepts which God saw fit to incorporate in His Word. 
Adopt these as the rules in your business life, and 
they will not only insure safety from a material 
standpoint, but will also enable you to conduct your 
business to the glory of God and maintain your 
standing as a child of God as well as one counted 
successful in business. 


CHAPTER VI 


CHRISTIAN SERVICE 


The Christian standard of acceptable service to 
God is held up before us in the Bible in two ways: 
(1) by precept, as God and His servants taught it; 
(2) by example, as Christ and His apostles lived it. 
We are not left in the dark as to what God thought 
of His faithful or unfaithful servants, or as to what 
God thinks of the kind of service which we are or 
ought to be rendering. All we have to do is to look 
into our Mirror and see ourselves in the light of the 
1evelations therein reflected. 

The only purpose God can possibly have for 
keeping us here after our conversion is service. The 
best, the most satisfactory, the happiest of days here 
are but dark and dismal compared with ordinary 
experiences in heaven. God, being our friend and 
doing the very best for us, would doubtless take us 
at once to glory after being saved, were it not that 
He has further use for us in the way of influence 
and service, looking to the salvation and spiritual 
uplift of other souls. Every moment of our con- 
verted lives, therefore, is a notice to us to get busy 
and keep busy working for the Master. Some one 
must bring up the rising generation in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord; must set a proper ex- 
ample in Christian life and service; must cheer the 
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down-hearted, encourage the faint, lift up the fallen, 
care for the needy, bring the Gospel to all men. 
That some one is you. Are you fulfilling your mis- 
sion? Are we rendering the service which God has 
marked out for us? 

Let no one say, “There is nothing I can do; 
there is no use in me trying, what I do doesn’t 
amount to anything anyway.” Neither let us be of 
an aspiring nature, ambitious to fill what we con- 
sider the high or honored or easy places in the 
Church. Our place is of the Lord’s choosing; our 
business that of obeying the divine voice and filling 
our corner in as good a way as it is possible for us, 
under the grace of God, to do. How do we know 
what God wants us to do? (1) By the natural tal- 
ents with which He has endowed us. (2) By the 
chain of circumstances which will surely bring us to 
our place if we are prayerful, not self-seeking, and 
fully committed to the leadings of the Holy Spirit. 
(3) By the voice of the Church, of which we are 
not only members but to which we belong. God, 
who has created us with certain qualifications, can 
and will find places for us in which these qualities 
can be used to best advantage in His service, if we 
will only let Him have His way with us. 

We should never form the conclusion that we 
must be engaged in certain kinds of service to be 
accounted a Christian worker. Some people seem 
to think that only preachers, teachers, missionaries, 
superintendents, etc., are Christian workers while 
the rest are just members. At a certain denomina- 
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tional school the question was put to the student 
body as to what were the intentions of each. About 
one-fourth answered that they expected to go into 
“church work” after they were through school. To 
one not accustomed to such answers the proportion 
would seem discouragingly low; but they had 
tormed the mistaken idea that only positions of 
leadership or prominence were considered church 
work, and so the ones who did not aspire to such 
positions. did not consider it worth while to say that 
they also expected to be in church work. Whether 
your place is in the pulpit, in the school room, in the 
kitchen, in the counting room, in the corn field, in 
the shop, or somewhere else, if you are not at the 
same time definitely and enthusiastically aiding in 
church work you are not what you ought to be. 
We should all be in active fellowship with those of 
like precious faith, working unitedly for the increase 
of the faith, the edification of saints, the ingathering 
of the lost, the Christianization of every home, of 
every community. 


. Active service does not necessarily mean publie 
service. The pious mother who never says anything 
in public but who faithfully instructs her little ones 
in the way of life, teaches them to pray, and prays 
earnestly that God may preserve the hfe of the 
saints and lead: the sinner into the way of light and 
life, is as fully in the service of the Lord as-is the 
most prominent leader in the Church. But active 
service has no part with indifference, and_there are 
certain things connected with the hfe of every active 
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worker, no matter in what station of the Church his 
or her service may be. Let us notice a few: 


Church Attendance 


Sometimes this is beyond the control of the 
individual. Sickness, either on the part of yourself 
or of those dependent upon you, may interfere with 
your church attendance. But where such obstruc- 
tions do not exist it will be a hard thing to keep 
you away from church, if you are “white hot for 
God.” The weather must be very inclement, the 
roads very muddy, the obstacles in the way at least 
great enough to keep you from your business affairs, 
if you are kept away from services at the house of 
the Lord. There is where you live; there 1s where 
you want to be. Let us turn to the good Book for 
a model: 


I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into 
the house of the Lord.—Psa. 122:1. 


Not neglecting the assembling of ourselves togeth- 
er, as the manner of some is.—Heb. 10:25. 

They continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and m 
prayers —Acts 2:42. 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in tunity—4Psa. 133:1. 


Does this describe our practice and feelings in 
the matter of church attendance? No? Why not? 
When we get thoroughly warmed up in Christian 
service, then this description will fit our case exactly. 
Let us notice that there is not only duty but also 
real joy connected with this kind of a habit. We 
should never be satisfied with ourselves until we 
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have risen to this standard—(1) because of what it 
means for ourselves; (2) because of what it will 
mean for others. Church attendance is one of the 
spiritual barometers which shows us our spiritual 
standing before God. 


Personal Work 


They that feared the Lord spake often one to 
another—Mal. 3:16. 

If any man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are 
spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meckness. 
—Gal. 6:1. 

By the space of three years I ceased not to warn 
every one night and day with tears—Acts 20:31. 


Go out into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in—Luke 14:23. 


As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 
household of faith—Gal. 6:10. 


The love of Christ constraineth us—II Cor. 5:14. 
Be instant in season, out of season—II Tim. 4:2. 
I must be about my Father's business —Luke 2:49. 


By putting these texts together we have the 
picture of a whole-hearted worker for Jesus. Not 
until we see ourselves described by such texts 
should we be satisfied with our record for service. 
But here we meet with a shower of excuses. Let us 
repeat a few that we have heard: 

“My tongue is too thick; I can’t express my- 
self.” 


“They wouldn’t listen to me anyway.” 


“T just can’t get together enough courage to 
speak to any one about his soul.” 
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“The Bible tells us not to cast our pearls before 
swine.” 


“T’d like to, but I’m too busy.” 

“T’m not sociably inclined; therefore I’m a fail- 
ure in personal work.” 

“I’m not educated well enough to be a soul 
winner.” 

“T’ll do well enough to keep my own door-steps 
clean.” 


We might pause to show the utter folly of such 
excuses, but it is not worth while. None of them 
are real answers to the fact that God wants us to 
do what we can, regardless of how well or how lit- 
tle we are favored in the way of natural endowment. 
Thick-skulled, thin-skulled, or numb-skulled; sleek- 
tongued or double-tongued; intelligent or ignorant; 
cultured or uncultured; big or little; old or young; 
white or black or some other color; all that God 
wants of us is to have a chance at us, that He may 
use us to the furtherance of His cause. And what 
is more natural than that since we profess to have 
given ourselves to Him we should have an attitude 
of willingness to be used of Him in any way that 
He may direct? It is astonishing to see what mar- 
velous growth follows a full surrender to God. so 
that He has a full chance to draw out and develop 
what He has given us. To get thoroughly warmed 
up takes all the ice out of our souls and much un- 
used talent comes to light. Let us make no excuses, 
but give God a chance to use us as He sees fit. 

But turning aside from self, let us look on the 
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field and behold our opportunities. How many fam- 
ilies within reaching distance are not in the Sunday 
school, have made no profession of Christianity, 
seldom if ever attend church? How many sick peo- 
ple within a few miles who would appreciate a visit 
from us? How many discouraged ones about us 
who might be helped by proper attention on our 
part? Don’t know? Have we tried to find out? 
“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good.” 
What a wonderful revival there would be in every 
community if every Christian professor were an 
active personal worker. And why shouldn’t we be? 
We never fail to tell some friend about some goo 
thing—like a medical remedy, a paying crop, some 
device to make work lighter, etc—which has come 
to our notice; why not be just as eager to tell them 
about the best of all things, salvation through Jesus 
Christ? “Go home to thy friends and tell them 
what great things God hath done for thee.” 


Prayer 


Personal work is more than lip work, and its 
success depends upon more than intelligence or 
natural tact. It can never accomplish the results 
that God intends that it should without being ac- 
companied by prayer. One glimpse into the life 
and methods of the early Church lets us into the 
secret of its marvelous power: 

- But prayer was made without ceasing of the 

Church unto God for him—dActs 12:5. 

The deliverance of Peter is the direct result. of 
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this prayer. A united Church, wrestling with God 
in unceasing prayer, brings a power which the com- 
bined forces of earth and hell can not withstand. 
It was the unfailing rule of the apostolic Church to 
bring everything to God in prayer and trust in Him 
for the needed power to overcome. On one occa~ 
sion, when the disciples had failed to win a victory 
over the powers of darkness, Christ, after having 
succeeded, said, “This kind can come forth by notii- 
ing but by fasting and prayer.” It takes the touch 
of prayer to bring to earth the power from heaven. 


For an illustration of the spirit of real prayer, 
let us notice one incident in the life of Christ: 

In the morning, rising up a great while before 
day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, 
and there prayed—Mark 1:35. 

We hear of people getting up unusually early 
to accomplish a certain work, to catch a certain 
train, to read or to study, to do certain other press- 
ing work; but it is very seldom that we hear of any 
one seeking a solitary place in the early hours of 
the morning to be alone with God in fervent prayer. 
And yet there is nothing more vital to the touch of 
power than just such a spirit as this. It means 
companionship with God, and absolute trust in Him 
as the source of all power. It means faith in His 
assurance that He has a listening ear for every peti- 
tion of faith and will answer as only the One who 
is perfect in wisdom and power can answer. The 
secret of power in prayer is not early rising, not 
long prayers, not eloquence, not anything else which 
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in itself is or may be meritorious; but it is found in 
the fervent, faithful, trusting spirit which seeks the 
Father’s aid at all times, drives him out at times at 
unseemly hours, and locks him in with God until 
the prayer is heard. It takes the spirit of prayer, as 
well as the saying of words, to connect the suppli- 
cant with the power of heaven. 


Prayer is an unceasing privilege and duty which 
can not be neglected at any time without loss. We 
have seen people who at one time were near to God, 
were warm in the service, and seemed blessed with 
power, noted for their devotion to piety and truth— 
but, alas, something made them “cool off” and they 
lost their power. The writer was once in a series of 
meetings where the whole church was deeply inter- 
ested in the welfare of one man who had once been 
a member but had fallen back. In one of the efforts 
to win him back the following was part of the con- 
versation: 


“I believe I can tell you your history.” 
“All right, let’s hear it.” 


“Vou were once a child of God, warm in the 
service. You got into a kind of business that put 
you into the association of worldly people. You 
gtew more careless and after a time began to do a 
little Sunday business. Then you got it into your 
head that it was necessary to keep open on Sunday. 
You did these things against your better knowledge, 
and in this situation your prayers became less fer- 
vent, less frequent, until finally you left off praying 
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altogether. You were a backslider in secret long 
before you were a backslider from the Church.” 

“You read my history right.’ 

Lack of prayer kept him away from the Throne 
and he lost his power to overcome evil, lost his spir- 
itual life, lost his standing with God. Prayer is 
essential to the spiritual life of any child of God, 
just as breathing is essential to the physical life of 
any individual. 

This is one of the reasons, no doubt, why the 
Bible emphasizes the matter of constant, continual 
prayer. Prayer is a part of our daily, hourly, spir- 
itual existence, and we can not afford to have a lull 
in our prayer life—at any time, under any circum- 
stances. But “what saith the Scripture?” 


Men ought always to pray, and not to faint— 
Luke 18:1. 

Pray without ceasing.—I Thes. 5:17. 

I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting—I Tim. 
220. 


A continuous, faithful prayer life assures con- 
tinuous spiritual life and growth and safety. It is 
not the praying Christians but the prayerless church 
members who make the sorry spectacle described in 
Scripture as “fallen from grace.” So long as our 
prayer life can be described as “always,” “without 
ceasing,’ “everywhere,” we have the best of assur- 
ance that we are right with God, growing in spirit- 
ual life and power, safe against the onslaughts of 
every foe. 

Another thing that is very essential in prayer 
life is faith. Without it the most eloquent prayers 
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rise no higher than the sounds on which they are 
borne. In this connection we do well to hear what 
Christ, the Master in prayer, has to say about it: 


If thou canst believe, all things are possible to 
him that believeth—Mark 9:23. 

What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye receive them, and ye shall have them— 
Mark 11:24. 


If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed,...... 


nothing shall be impossible unto you.—Matt. 17 :20. 


These declarations are without qualifications. 
There are other instructions on this point, however. 
For instance, when John gives us assurance that “if 
we pray according to his will he heareth us,” he not 
only gives assurance but also incidentally states a 
condition—‘“according to his will.’ <A further light 
is afforded in the testimony found in Proverbs to the 
effect that if any man refuses to obey the law “even 
his prayer shall be an abomination unto the Lord.” 
This assurance of answer to prayer on condition of 
faith, though absolute, must be taken in connection 
with other scriptures which tell of other things that 
are essential to answers to prayer. But where those 
conditions are met—obedience, submission, faith, 
Spirit leading—there is absolutely no doubt about 
God’s willingness and readiness to answer our 
prayers. The power of our prayer is limited only 
by the extent of our faith. 


As we send our petitions heavenward we want 
to throw our life, faith, and complete submission to 
God into them. Have we the faith to believe that 
God: will do just as He promised?—that He wil! 
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heal the body, comfort the distressed, convict the 
sinner, help the penitent sinner to find the way of 
salvation, bring about the conversion of many peo- 
ple, sustain the work of His Church, protect us from 
harm and danger, give us power over the evil one, 
reclaim some wandering, wayward child, and do the 
other things He promised that He would do? “In 
faith, believing,” is the Christian standard for prayer 
—have we risen to the standard? 

Many an opportunity has gone by unimproved, 
many a soul has been lost, many a home and many 
a congregation ruined, many a battle for souls has 
been lost—because men and women who went 
through the form of prayer lacked the faith that God 
would personally hear their prayers and answer 
them according to His Word. Prayer, to reach 
heaven, must be borne upward on wings of faith. 


Church Membership 


The first thought we wish to give voice to on 
this subject is that it is not only scriptural but 
essential to Christian life. We are not talking about 
cases like that of the thief on the cross who found it 
impossible after his conversion to do any of the 
works which the Christian life requires. We are 
talking about people who have daily opportunities 
not only to confess the name of Jesus but also to do 
His will. All such people, if they honestly think 
that they can be acceptable Christians without affili- 
ating with any church, are badly deluded. The 
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Bible is clear on this point. Let us notice a few 
scriptures : 
If we walk in the light, as he is in the lhoht, we 
have fellowship one with another—I Jno. 1:7. 
He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his 


commandments, is a har, and the truth 1s not im him. 
—I Jno. 2:4. 


Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say?—Luke 6:46. 

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father whitch is in heaven—- 
Fatt; 721: 


Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I have 
commanded you.u—Jno. 15:14. 

Comment is unnecessary. It is but necessary to 
notice two points to keep the exact meaning of these 
utterances clearly in mind: (1) In the first verse 
quoted we should remember that the inspired writer 
does not say, “we shall have fellowship,” but “we 
have fellowship,’ making it a clear and positive 
thing that all who are walking in the light of God 
ere in fellowship with others of “like precious faith.” 
(2) How is it possible for any one to stay out of the 
Church and keep the commandments, the “all things 
whatsoever’ Christ commanded His followers to do? 
Without controversy, church membership belongs 
to Christian service and right relations with God. 
May our records be such that it may be said of us 
as Paul wrote to the Romans: “But God be thanked, 
LES ORAL es tinteG obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you.” 

- Loyalty to God is the first mark of real Chris- © 
tian’ experience. The second mark, inseparably 
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linked with the first and like unto it, is loyalty to 
God’s Church. The Church being God’s organiza- 
tion, is governed by God’s laws. What we know as 
“discipline” and “regulation” are simply God’s laws 
applied to present conditions and circumstances. To 
be disobedient to the Church that is obedient to 
God means disobedience to God Himself. Recogniz- 
ing this fact, we are prepared to receive what God 
_has to say on this point: 


If he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto 
thee as an heathen man and a publican—Matt. 18:17. 


Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven —Matt. 18:18. 


Whose soever sins ye remit, they shall be remitted 
unto them: and whose soever sins ye retain, they are 
retained.—Jno. 20:23. 

He is the head of the body, the Church....That 
in all things he might have the preeminence.—Col. 
1:18. 


Obey them that have the rule over you, and sub- 
mit yourselves: for they watch for your souls—Heb. 
rarer. 


Withdraw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which 

ve received of us.—II Thes. 3:6. 

It is common for disobedient members to refer 
to the rules and regulations of the Church as “man- 
made.” If they are man-made, the Church has over- 
stepped its power; but if the Church has honestly, 
prayerfully, and faithfully adopted measures where- 
by the membership may be encouraged to obey “all 
the counsel of God,” it is the disobedience of un- 
faithful members, not the regulations of the Church, 
that deserves the appellation, “man-made.” That it 
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is the duty of the Church to adopt such measures as 
will be edifying to the entire membership and build 
them up in the entire Gospel of Christ, ought not 
to be called into question. The above scriptures 
are so plain that they admit of but one interpreta- 
tion, - 

But the power of the Church and duty of sub- 
mission by individual members is more than a ques- 
tion of theology. It is the wise provision of the 
Author of our faith and Head of our Church to 
bring the entire membership under the beneficent 
and unerring rule of Christ. Instead, therefore, of 
giving reluctant consent to do as God and the 
Church say we should, we should praise and mag- 
nify the name of God for His wise provisions in our 
behalf. Thank God for His Gospel, for His Church, 
and for the privilege of being submissive to God and 
the Church. 


One of the evidences of a submissive attitude 
toward the Church is a willingness to be used in 
whatever place or way that God and Church may 
decide. It is wrong, either to shrink from service 
or to aspire to any position or place of service. This 
is the attitude which every child of God should 
take: By the grace of God I am willing to be used, 
or not to be used, in any place or any position, in 
any way, just as God and the Church may direct. 
Following this course, we will not only be where 
God wants us to be but where He knows our talents 
may be used to the best possible advantage in pro- 
moting the cause of Christ and the Church. 
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Giving» 

When we give our hearts to the Lord, our hands 
to the Church, and our service to the Cause we place 
our all upon the altar of the Lord, consecrated to 
the furtherance of His cause and kingdom. Among 
the things thus consecrated is the money or its 
equivalent committed to our stewardship. None of 
us should be satisfied to fall short of the Gospel 
standard. Hence we turn to the Word to see what 
God would have us be and do: 

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed mie. 
But ye say, Wherein have ye robbed me? In tithes 
and offerings.—Mal. 3:8. 

Bring ve all the tithes into. the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in mune house, and prove me now 
herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, 1f I will not open 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.— 
Mal. 3:10. 

It 1s more blessed to give than to receive-—Acts 
20 :35. 

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also spar- 
mgiy; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also 
bountifully—II Cor. 9:6. 

Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, 

so let him give: not grudgingly, or of necessity: for 

the Lord loveth a cheerful giver—lI1 Cor. 9:7. 

As we look into our Mirror at this point we see 
two things: (1) rebuke for the man who withholds 
the Lord’s substance; (2) directions to the one 
whose means are committed to the Lord and prom- 
ised blessings to encourage him on the way. Here 
is one of the many paradoxes in the Bible. The 
more we give the more we have to give, for material 
blessings usually follow the spirit of liberal giving. 
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The less we give the less favor from God we enjoy. 
So if it were possible to consider this from a selfish 
point the very best course would be a course of lib- 
eral giving as that means liberal blessings. The best 
investment that any one can make is an investment 
in the Lord’s treasury. 


Another thought worthy of notice in this con- 
nection is that our giving is a measure of our love. 
Love and liberal giving invariably flow together. 
The miser loves his chest, and there is where his 
money flows. The selfish man is wrapped up in self, 
and there is where he spends his money. The lover 
of pleasure squanders his money on worldly amuse- 
ments. When men love the praises of other men 
they are free to purchase such praise. Men who 
ardently love their families are free to spend their 
money in that way. Men who are upon the altar of 
the Lord are quite liberal in contributing to the 
Lord’s Cause. Watch where your money goes, and 
you may be surprised to learn where your affections 
are placed. ; 


To continue the last thought a little farther, we 
observe that some are deceived as to the real object - 
or objects of their affections by the fact that they 
do contribute some for the cause of Christ. For 
illustration: A man has $200 to spare. He gives 
half of it to the Church and the other half goes for 
soft drinks and sweets, for superfluities in clothing, 
for pleasure trips, or other unnecessary or injurious 
things. He justifies himself for thus wasting the 
second hundred dollars because he gave the first 
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hundred dollars to the Lord. That man is deceived. 
The Lord recognizes no divided service. The whole 
sum belonged to the Lord, and he was simply a 
steward. To invest the first hundred profitably was 
no excuse for wasting the second. The man who is 
honest in some things and dishonest in some other 
things is a totally dishonest man. The man who is 
jaithful with part of the Lord’s means and unfaith- 
ful with the other part is a totally unfaithful man. 
Let the thought of stewardship be before us con- 
tinually, and faithfulness mark our course in all that 
we do with the money which God entrusts to our 
care. 

: Worship 


Our concluding thought in connection with ac- 
ceptable Christian service is that it must of necessity 
be rendered in the spirit of true worship. In other 
words, the most efficient service is but a lifeless 
form if it is not rendered in a spirit of devotion and 
reverence to Him from whom all blessings flow. 
Worship is that attitude and spirit of reverence, de- 
votion, loyalty, adoration, and admiration which 
exists in every heart that is impressed with the 
greatness, goodness, power, love, mercy, majesty, 
and marvelous grace of the Infinite God who is 
manifested to the world in the form of the Trinity— 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

The hour cometh, and now 1s, when the true wor- 
shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
‘for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is 


a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth—Jno. 4:23, 24. 


110 THE GOSPEL MIRROR 


Worship God—Rev. 22:9. 
tee wie shalt have no other gods ‘before me,—Ex. 
Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 

only shalt thou serve—Matt. 4:10. 

When the spirit of worship fills the soul, and 
Jehovah is the sole object of worship, then the serv- 
ice of perfect love makes the life of the Christian 
shine for God. We become like the Being whom 
we worship. No man has ever yet knowingly dis- 
obeyed or grieved the Father while he worshiped 
Him “in spirit and in truth.” Worshiping God 
means not only faithful, obedient, willing service, 
but it means also to grow more and more like Him, 
to shine more and more in His image, to become 
purer and holier and better the longer He is thus 
worshiped. We worship the Father, “in whom is 
no variableness neither shadow of turning.” We 
worship the Son, of whom it is written, “Thy throne, 
O God, is forever and ever.” We worship the Holy 
Ghost, Our Comforter and Guide, who leads us into 
all truth. We worship the Trinity, the everlasting 
God, the Giver of all good gifts, the Ruler of heaven 
and earth. And so long as this worship lasts we are 
bound to Him in loving obedience and_ willing 
service. 

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise Him, all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” 
* * a: | | 

The most blessed privilege we have in this life 

is to be in the service of the Lord. It satisfies our 
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conscience, because we feel that in this way we are 
true to Him to whom we owe our all. It gives us 
an inward peace, a blessed fellowship with God and 
saints, a satisfying seriousness, an uplifting aim, a 
blessed hope, a pure motive, and many other things 
that can be found only in faithful Christian service. 
Tt is in line with God’s plan for our lives, and puts 
us in line with God’s plan for His people in eternity. 
We have just a little while to stay, for “here we 
liave no continuing city.’ Not for selfish motives 
but for what we may be able to do for the uplift of 
the saved and the salvation of the unsaved, let us 
improve our opportunity in time by doing all we can 
to encourage and help others prepare for eternity. 


“And the very God of peace sanctify you whol- 
ly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and 
hody be preserved blameless unto the coming of our 
ord; jesus Christ.” 
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